


CAHILLS..

TIMBER AND BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD

Coole Park, Gort, County Galway
Telephone 091 63 22 75 = facsimile 091 63 12 19

« natural slates

« native and imported roofing timber
- doors, skirting and architrave

« hardwood and softwood flooring

« treated post and rail fencing

« plywood, insulation and so on
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All under one roof ut real affordable prices
above Pat Smyth's Menswear, Bridge Street, Gort

Now offering all beauty treatments
n the comfort and luxury of our private rooms

Express blow drying service on Fridays and Saturdays,
no appoeintment required

Super fast tanning sunbeds and
St Tropez air-mist fake tanning system

For an appointment or more information

call Rena or Majella
091632959

look great, feel fantastic

We manufacture quality timber shed, furniture and
fencing, trellis, kennels, picnic benches and gates elc

Also portacabins, summerhouses, games rooms,
workshops, stables, garages and so on

All sizes delivered and erected free

Call and see our display yard
or call for free colour brochure

“We build it stronger to make it last fonger”

Coole Park, Gort, County Galway
telephone 091 63 20 98 or 087 250 4750
facsimile 091 63 22 53
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T IS ALL OF NINE YEARS $INCE THE 'l.a'ﬁ‘r Bsy! '
of Guaire appeared. Gart has
dramatically In that time: new: hmﬂg
estates, shops, a nmmm, ;nﬁm tﬂa
tel, a new golf course, '
station, a mmmunﬂr
factory and the
now a heritage centre:
the Celfic Tiger left its mark on ot

“The arrival of non- ' Mmﬂﬁ!
the town and surrounding areas has added a
multi- cultural dimension to our way of life.

It is very gratifying to note that our pool
of writers is getting larger. it is however a
matter of sadness to us that two of our most
prolific writers, W M Quinn and Sean Leahy
passed away in recent times. Ar dheis Dé go

raibh siad.
We offer our sincerest thanks to the busi-
ness comm for their advertisements.

A special word of thanks to a small but
very dedicated committee who give their
time, enelgy ~and expertise so enthusiasti-
cally.

Maidir libhse a léitheoiri, is daoibhse agus
is libhse Guaire, Bainigl sult aistl,

Peadar O Cmfﬂﬂ
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Cover picture: new hurling pitches at
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Tropical and temperate hardwoods
Plywood/Medite/chipboard/blockboard

Red deal and white deal

Unfinished and pre-finished floors and doors

All building supplies and light hardware

lreland, Northern Ilreland and Great Britain
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HEY SAY YOU SHOULD NEVER

compare but then lts hard not

to when you look at Gort and

Manhattan seven years ago, while
still living and working in New York |
bought a cottage in Gorl. Why Gort?
For no reason other than the house was
there and the price was right

Coming home three or four times a
vear, | had a wonderful time renovating
and making it into my dream cottage.
Initially | had the help of Tony who did
major carpentry work, knocked parti-
tians, pulled down ceilings and lined the
roof and so on. When Tony's good work
was done | had the help of Martin, a
free spirit all-round plumber/renovator
who could turn his hand to anything.
I would pick him up from his caravan
every morning with his bucket of tools
and whatever other helper Martin might
need as well as odd dog: they might be
dog sitting that day, We Kango-ham-
mered into cement blocks to open
up and expose the original old open
fireplace/inglenook complete with little
stone seal, installed a super coal- and
turf-burning stove which heats the
water and all the radiators and adds a
lovely warm welcome as you come in
the open door.

After September 11" 2001 | decided
tu come back to Ireland and live per-
manently in my cottage. | had no idea
how | would settle in or fit into Gort
after living and working in Manhattan
for over twenty years. | had an interest-
ing multi-faceted job which | loved and
enjoyed. | particularly enjoyed the ben-
efits like travelling by private plane with
my boss to her various cattle farms and
houses during the summer, travelling up
and down by helicopter to the office at
the summer estate in upstate New York,
as well as the driver and car (my boss
hated anything that smelled of preten-
tiousness like a limo) at my disposal for
little ‘personal’ shopping trips around
the fabulous fifth avenue stores. Talk
about living vicariously.

by Peggy Casey

Since | bought my house
| did get a great kick out of
hitching a ride on the private
plane a few times from New
York and being dropped off
at Shannon and being picked up again
on its way back from lsrael,

At one stage my boss wanted to see
Gort and my little cottage. She and her
husband got off at Shannon, saw my
cottage, loved it and took off again for
Israel and again picked me up on the
way back Quite hard to take ordinary
flying after that.

Giving up and leaving Manhattan,
which to me Is the most exciting city in
the world, was a jolt. Leaving friends of
over twenty years was tough but leaving
luxuries was no hardship.

How did Gort measure up or com-
pare? There is no comparison, there just
isn't. | belleve people make life worth-
while. And | have discovered great new
friends and wonderful neighbours. My
neighbours are of the kind |'ve never
known or experienced before: kind,
nurturing and unbelievably caring. It's a
part of life that | thought had vanished
into a bygone age or something you'd
read about.

| love our morning cuppas in front of
a blazing fire, sharing the chat, lots of
laughs and the craic and, particularly
these last months, the good as well as
the sad times. | am so happy my door
is (literally) open most of the day, al-
though sometimes | have to pul a little
footstool in place to keep out my neigh-
bour's mallard ducks. | love them too
and of course if | didn't feed them, they
wouldn't come back. Cute ducks, those
guys, They samehow belong.

And | got to know the men cycling
their blkes to Gorl and returning later
in the day pushing their bikes with their
messages and a lot of the times strug-
gling against the Irish weather. One of
those stalwart bikers has since passed
away. I'll miss his respectful “God bless

Where in New York do | get a shop
that pulls up outside my door every
week? | have yet to ask Liam for some-
thing that he doesn't have (Dean &
Deluca, are you listening?). Where
would | enjoy the outstanding talent of
Kevin and all the superb actors In the
drama group? |'ll never hear ‘vol-au-
vents' again without seeing and smiling
to myself at Kevin and Niall's comedic
expressions in The Lonesome West, all
as good if nol better than any theatre
I've seen on Broadway.

| think I've come a long way since |
came to Gort seven years ago and have
become less independent. The garden
and surrounds was a huge area to be
tackled. There were a lot of overgrown
out-of-contral  bushes—you  could
hardly see the house from the road, it
was all so overgrown. One morning very
early | was out on the road armed with a
breadknife, determined to make inroads,
breadknifing my way through one of
the trunks. A neighbour of mine was
passing on his tractor, stopped and said,

“Good morning and do you need help?”

He had the gentle good grace not to
comment on my weapon of choice. Out
of that little encounter, | got help by way
of a tractor or whatever to uproot and
clear all the old dead shrubbery and my
neighbour's son was a fantastic help to
me and built my lovely stone wall.

Coole Park and its surrounds is magi-
cal, has its own serene natural habitat
and there are so many wonderful his-
toric places where time seems to stand
still. There is a very good quality of life
here—low key, laid back.

The weather? Well, like all of us, | was
weaned on wet weather, so take any
good day as a bonus. | always referred
to New York as ‘'my town'. Now | can
also say Gort is ‘my town'

the work".
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For all your property needs in south Galway and north Clare
Permanent TSB agency

Investments
Mortgages

Life and pensions

Market Hall, Church Street, Gort, County Galway
Telephone 09163 1291 # facsimile 091 63 1895
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HE STORY OF FEAHLY CHRISTIAN

Ireland s a story of tension

and conflict. We know from St

Patrick's account of his work and
travels that his life was more at risk from
hostile people than from the many wild
animals that roamed the densely forest-
ed country at that time. His diplomacy
was often called on to save his life and
the lives of his disciples.

Peaceful coexistence between pagan-
ism and Christianity was hard to achieve
and compromise became the order of
the day. Some pagan chieftains rellc-
tantly accepted Christianity and only
a 'watered down' version was passed
on to them, thus ancient
pagan traditions, feast
days and places of wor-
ship were ‘christened’ but
effectively not changed.
The early teachers of the
Christian faith had to be
pragmatic and take a
long term view.

Nowhere in lreland is
the assimilation of the
two traditions more ob-
vious than in the Aran
Islands. In each of the
three islands are found
ancient forts which are
traditionally attributed to the Firbolgs.
History furnishes us with no account of
the final extinction of these bold war-
riors. The only certainty is that St Enda
changed these pagan isles into islands of
Christian believers. Side by side with the
pagan ruins of sea kings are the church-
es and cells of himself and his followers.

Enda, the patron saint of Aran,
founded his first monastery, probably
at the beginning of the sixth century
at Killeany In Inishmare. The name Cill
Einne means literally the church of
Enda. The fame of Enda's monastery
spread throughout Ireland and beyond.
It attracted such illustrious religious men
as St Brendan the navigator, 5t Kieran,
St Columcille, St Finnian, St Kevin, St

Teampall Mér Mhic Duagh, Kilmurvey

Jarlath and St Colman Mac Duagh. No
wonder Aran was widely known as Ara
na Naomh (Aran of the Saints),

St Colman obviously stayed on the
island for some considerable time as he
built twa churches there, Teampall Mér
Mhic Duagh and Teampall Beag Mhic
Duagh. Both are close to each other
and form part of a cluster of churches
al Kilmurvey, commonly known as the
Seven Churches,

The cluster of churches at Kilmurvey
was situated within an ancient fort,
the Dun of Muirbheach Mil and was
utilised by Colman and his followers
as a monastic enclosure, within which

the oratory and the cells of the monks
were constructed. A short distance to
the south is the internationally-known
fortress Dunaengus.

Teampall Beag Mhic Duagh (Teampall
Beag Na Naomh) was really a small ora-
tory measuring fifteen-and-a-half feet
by nine-and-a-half feet.

Teampall Mdr Mhic Duagh however
was a very beautiful building and was
regarded by historians as the most
interesting on Inishmore. The nave
was over eighteen feet long by four-
teen-and-a-half feet wide, the chancel
over fiteen feet by eleven feet. The
remains of several beehive cells were
discovered around the churches as well
as a great number of ornamental brass

by Peadar O Conaire
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pins, It is suggested by some archaelo-
gists and historians that these pins did
not belong to Danish invaders but to
ancient warriors who used them to fas-
ten their mantels. The maonks certainly
never used such articles. It would seem
therefore that St Colman's monks simply
took possession of the deserted ancient
stronghold with its cells and then built
their churches within its walls.

Teampall Mor Mhic Duagh is close
to Kilmurvey House, once the home
of the O'Flahertys and their successors
the lohnstons. The O'Flahertys were
probably a branch of the ©O'Hahertys
of Aughnanure near Oughterard. They
were not known for their
benevolence (‘from the
fury of the O'Flahertys
may the good Lord de-
liver us' was the catch
cry among their sub-
jects) and one James
O'Flaherty, who died
circa 1881, drew the jre
of the local people due to
his intemperate ways. He
is roundly condemned
In Mairtin © Diredin's
poem, O Mdrna.

Behind Kilmurvey
house is Tobar Mac
Duagh, a holy well that used to be vis-
ited on the 29* October, the feast day
of St Calman.

Colman departed from Aranmore in
the closing years of the sixth century.
It is safe to assume that his monastic
settlement on the island was well es-
tablished at that stage and was left
in the trusted custody of his faithful
followers. The monastery flourished
for at least 700 years; carbon dating
of mortar from the chancel places it
in the thirteenth century, St Colman
left the stones of Aran for the stones
of the Burren where he lived as a her-
mil for some time before he founded
the great monastery of Kilmacduagh
about the year ap 620.
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by Mary Brennan-0O'Donovan

HEN MY MOTHER BECAME
the local librarian in the
mid-fifties | was given
the responsibility of look-
ing after my younger brother and sister
in her absence. In order to fill the hours
between 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm—these
were. pre-television days—we went for
walks. Excepting the winter months and
inclement weather we were sure to be
found on one of the following roads:
Cloughnacava, Cannnahown, Fairy
Hill, Bolands Lane, Gallaghers Lane or
the Punch Bowl on the way to or from
the river. Where we went depended on
the time of year, the weather, the time
at our disposal and whether we were
|oined by other friends or not.
The winter months restricted our
walking to the town. The station was al-
ways an interesting place to visit. There

was always a buzz of activity and an air
of expectancy while people and walkers
awaited the arrival of the twenty-to-five
train. Otherwise, apart from the pre-
Christmas season when decorated win-
dows caught and held our attention, the
possibilities of adding variety or interest
to our walks was limited. We would call
to the church to say a prayer and warm

cold hands near lighted candles. If the

weather was reasonable we would con-
tinue down Bolands Lane (sometimes
calling inte Mick Ward) coming out on
Crowe Street and up through the town.
If not Bolands Lane then it would prob-
ably be around Garrabeg and back by
Church Street and the Church Walk.

The lengthening days and better
weather of spring enticed us into the
countryside and that is where we spent
our evenings throughout the summer

and into autumn. St Patricks day would
usually be the signal to head up Fairy Hill
in search of shamrock. This hill was well-
named for it was not difficult to imagine
fairies inhabiting this place. Another
world seemed to mingle with ours on
this hill. An undisturbed area with a fairy
fort, wild flowers and hawthom trees it
seemed to suggest the presence of non-
human beings: Crossing a few fields we
would come out on the Cloughnacava
road and, turning either right or left,
make our way back. The twenty-to-five
train told us it was time to go home.
Before crossing the tracks we would go
into the nun's field to drink the water
from the well. How cool and refreshing
it was. Then ravenous with hunger we
hurried home for supper.

The walk around Cloughnacava was
always popular. It wasn't a long walk,
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) Gort Credit Union L3t ¢

telephone 091 63 12 50 facsimile 091 63 24 18

over €10,000,000 in assets

Members’ share and deposit accounts: atiractive dividend rates
Loans available for all provident purposes

such as: home extensions and furnishing; education

cars; farm equipment; holidavs

why not call into our offices to find our more?

loans protection and savings insurance at no extra cost

[nubject 1o concditioms)
Bridge Street, Gort
open Tuesdays to Saturdays inclusive
9:45 am to 5:15 pm and during lunch
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which left us time to play. The hilly and
winding road with a scattering of houses
provided many opportunities for an af-
ternoon of fun and adventure. Coming
off the Ennis Road we walked up the
hill. On reaching the top of the hill
small children were taken out of ga-cars
and plonked on the grass margin while
we older children climbed into the go-
cars and rode down the hill. Resuming
our walk we continued on past a few
houses. We were always watchful pass-
ing Mulcairs as their dogs seemed fierce
and ran out on the road as we passed.
Turning left at Donnelan’s house the road
took us to the Town Park. This would be
our next stop. Perhaps we found the size
of the park intimidating but we did not
go far into the field, preferring to play at
the gate. From this point there is a good
view across the fields towards the town.
The grassy margins and ditches were a
mass of wild flowers and in late summer
the blackberry bushes were laden with
berries. These we picked as we walked
along. As we approached the Loughrea
road there is a small stream where we
stopped and bathed tired feet. Once a
younger brother taking a step to many
backwards whilst looking up al an
aeroplane fell into the water, causing
great consternation. Apart from being
thoroughly wet he suffered na ill effects.
Coming out onto the Loughrea road we
turned left and headed back into town,
The walk around Cannahown was
long so there fewer stops were made
and there was less time for play. We
walked out the Ennis Road for a mile
before turning right and up Cannahown.
We would stop at the railway bridge,
leaning over it hoping to see a train
coming down the tracks. If we were
unencumbered by prams or go-cars we

would cross a nearby field
and go on the tracks. This
made the walk more enjoy-
able as it was more fun to
jump from sleeper to sleeper
than walk on the road, We
walked back towards town
until we reached the lane by
which we came to the river
and went home that way.
We were not unduly fright-
ened by approaching trains
as we heard or saw them
long before they reached us
which gave us time to take
refuge in the grass margin. If
we didn't go into the tracks
we came out on the Tubber
Road, turned right back to
town passing the caa field on
the way.

Some walks were beyond

our capabilities because of Mary Brennan as a young girl with baby Rita Kelly

their length, One such walk would take
you out the Loughrea road turning left at
Fahy's Cross through Ballyaneen before
joining the Galway Road at Kiltartan,
then left back to town passing the en-
trance to Coole Park. An even longer
walk would be to Thoor Ballylee by the
Loughrea Road and coming back by the
Galway Road. We often did this trip on
bicycles, stopping off at a then derelict
tower, In September we would venture
up the Punch Bowl! in search of hazel
nuts. The vast excavation (after which
it was named) beside the river filled us
with awe. We loved to run down the
sides of the bowl into its base and up the
other side. This is a tranquil place with a
timeless quality that seemed to stretch
back to the ice-age. Hazel nuts grew in
abundance here and we returned home
with scratched legs from climbing trees

and bulging pockets. This walk contin-
ues for some miles rejoining the main
road at Lough Cutra. We would not
attempt this however returning home
the way we came. The walk around
Gallagher's Lane was rarely attempted,
This walk can be recommended for its
view of the Burren landscape. Turn left
at the end of Crowe Street, Gallagher's
Lane brings you out on the road which
takes you back inlo town.

I have recalled walks which | enjoyed
as a child. Coole Park (off the Galway
Road) was not ameng them, This is not
only a walkers' paradise but is also a
haven of peace and tranquility. | hope
the reader of this piece will be encour-
aged to abandon the armchair in front
of the television and experience the joy
of walking in the beautiful countryside
which surrounds the town of Gort.
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Call to us for the latest trends in ladies’ hair fashion
Special offers with Marie an Tiesdays
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FOR A PLEASANT DRINK
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‘ ‘ O BOTHER TO YOUu", SAID
Gerry O'Donoghue as |
made my way up George's

Street on September 4%
1995. It was to be my first day at Gort
Community School.

Closing St Joseph's had beena a9
sad experience.

“I'm not so sure abouf that,
Gerry", | replied. Gerry's children
were full of bounce and witality
as they prepared for their first
day back at the Convent Primary
School after the long summer
holidays, Their presence remind-
ed me that our new community
school venture would benefit not
only the present cohort of stu-
dents but also the students of
generations to come.

Gerry's 'no bother to you' be-
came my thought for that histaric
September day In 1995, Our con-
versation echoed the sentiments
of a greal philosopher, Patangel,
who lived circa sc 300
“When you are inspired by some
greai purpose,

Some extraordinary profect,

All of your thoughts break their
bonds,

Your mind franscends limita-
tions,

Your consciousness expands in
every direction,

And you find yourself in a new
and great and wonderful world."”

“No bother to you", | thought to myself
as | quickened my step, made my way
past a sllent St Colman's Vocational
School, crossed the newly-tarmacad-
amed basketball courts, climbed the
steps and before entering the impressive
building turned around to take in the
view. Lights were extinguished in Our
Lady's College. My eyes met the high
stonewalls that had once surrounded the
workhouse hospital where the Sisters of
Mercy had served from 1874-1922, The
sisters had been part of many changes

since their coming to Gort in 1857. They
had been generously supported in their
efforts to provide education for girls by
the people of Gort, south Galway and
north Clare long before the celtic tiger's

Monument erected recently to commemorate
deceased staff members and students

roar (or purr) had been heard of.

Now, as we approached the twerily-
first century, it was felt that pooling
resources, skills and expertise was the
best way forward in providing education
for the future,..ni neart go cur le chéile.
With this end In view an agreement had
been reached on Friday, March 10"
1989, belween the representatives of the
vec, the diocesan college and the sisters
of mercy thal “a community school with
full comprehensibility be established in
Gort as from August 1 1989" Today,

by Sr Maura Crowe

September 4" 1995, this agreement had
come to fulfilment,

So | left the steps and entered the
beautiful state-of-the-art building. | got
a cheerful greeting from the secretarial
staff, complimented the caretak-
ers and the cleaning staff on the
order and organisation that was
so much in evidence and, finally,
made it to the staff room,

The atmosphere there was
buoyant. There was an air of
‘chivalry' in the room, that chivalry
which the late playwright, John B
Keane, described as "a readiness
to die for a cherished principle”
and "that noble gesture which
leaves self behind and puls others
first". There was, of course, a fear
of the unknown teo.

Our first meeting as a commu-
nity school staff had taken place
in St losephs Secondary School
in May 1995 when it was my
privilege to Introduce our new
leadership team, Mr Denis Corry.
principal and Mr Stan Mac Eoin,
deputy principal. On that day we
were also made aware of the key
roles to be played by year heads
and tutors, the chaplain, career
guidance and counselling person-
nel and all members of staff.

Today, September 4% we would
have a real staff meeting in
roam twenty-two. We discussed.
debated and dialogued on our
deepest concerns and hopes for Gort
Community School. Decisions were
taken and committed fo. It was all very
exciting. Further words from our friend
Patangeli came flooding into my mind:
“When you are inspired by some great
purpose,

Dormant faculties come alive,

And you discover yourself to be,

A greater person by far, than you ever,
Thought yourself to be."

At approximately 1:00 pm we took a
short break and enjoyed delicious veg-
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etable soup and freshly-filled rolls from
our canteen, which would prove so im-
portant for students in the days ahead.

In the ensuing weeks our mission
statement, school aims and objectives,
code of good behaviour, pastoral care
policy and our school crest were all com-
pleted and agreed on.

Our principal and deputy principal
were very enthusiastic about the pos-
sibilities that were ours as we launched
into this new educational venture. They
encouraged us to take ownership of
our mission statement, affirmed us and
promised us every support as they strove
to build on goodwill and create a climate
of oplimism, enthusiasm, harmony and
high morale.

“Whatever you can do or dream
to do, begin itl Boldness has gen-
fus, magic and power in t. Begin it
now!" (Goethe)

The school would aim to provide
4 comprehensive system of post-
primary and continuing education
open to all the community, combin-
ing instruction in academic. artistic
and practical subjects.

Gort Community School would
recognize the importance of part-
nership between the school and the
general community in fulfilling its
role: Indeed the board of manage-
ment, principal and staff, parents'
council and students' council have
been very active and effective in

school community derive from the
chosen core beliefs of the school. Our
mission statement declares our school
to be "a Christian community which
endeavours to be a happy and caring
place striving to develop the academic,
aesthetic, spiritual, physical and moral
potential of each student”

In the lwenty-first century, as in all
centuries, human beings have basic
hopes, dreams and aspirations which
find their ultimate fulfilment in God.
Cur school is devoted to excellence in
every way and Is truly committed to the
good of the person, the common good,
respect for others, the value of work and
the care of the poor and the underprivi-

furthering the aims of the school Gort Community School entrance

since its inception.

Each student Is seen as an Individual
whose talents should be realised to the
full. The school strives to help students
achieve excellence in accordance with
their skills and talents by providing an
environment that is conducive to learn-
ing, supervised study after school, a
wide range of subjects at junior certifi-
cate level and the Introduction of transi-
tional year programmes such as Lcve and
LcaA at leaving certificate cycle in order to
maximise student opportunity.

Timetabling s expertly handled even
though it gets more intricate each year
as the school tries to accommodate the
needs of the students while faced with
many constraints outside its control.

The nuts and bolts of the school day
are the same for all schools. The at-
titudes, values and spirit of the whole

leged. It is hoped that the graduate of
Gort Community School will be a person
of integrity, committed to his/her faith,
and imbued with the values of upright
living, which lead to happiness and fulfil-
ment in life.

Our school crest incorporates three
symbols: the round tower, the cross and
the cog resting on the book, which rep-
resent the three schools that made up
CGort Community School and the gen-
eral historical, educational and religious
heritage of our catchment area. In 2002
a memorial was unveiled in memory of
all those who have died since the school
opened and all those who have ever
studied or served in any of the three
former schoals.

Gort Community School has been in
operation for eight years. Our building

has been extended and now Includes
an up-to-date [ibrary and first-class
computer facilities. Sports pitches have
been developed and are constantly in
use. A hard-working sports co-ordina-
tor has put in place a weekly lotto to
help defray the expenses for our new
dressing rooms. Adult education is well
established, study is pursued with en-
ergy and determination by a majority
of our students, punctuated by lighter
moments spent In concert work, tours
abroad, sports, debates, speech and
drama and so on.

The struggle goes on to strike the cor-
rect balance between extra-curricular
activities and academic studies. We try

to focus clearly and be flexible, If some-
thing Is not working we aim to change it
or correct it,

There Is a constant effort made to be
faithful to the school's philosophy as
expressed in the mission statement and
school policy documents. We are always
aware of the gap between our vision
and our current reality. This is healthy
because it is the realisation that this gap
is there that gives us energy and creativ-
ity and a passion for possibility.

“If | could wish for something,

| would wish for neither wealth nor
power,

But for the passion for possibility,

I would wish only for an eye which eter-
nally young, eternally burns with

The passion for possibilfty.”
(Kierkegaard)
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Family butcher - Gearge's Street, Gort
A MEMBER OF THE CRAFT BUTCHERS® ASSOCIATION

award-winning home-made sausages
specialising in all meats and fowl

091 63 29 57
“meat to please you, pleased to meet you”™

FOODSTORE AND NEWSAGENT

groceries wines
fruit and veg films
greetings cards light hardware
coal and gas briguettes
schoaol requisites stationery
payphane photecopying
fax service drapery
call cards stamps

NATIONAL LOTTERY AND LOTTO AGENT
DAILY, EVENING AND SUNDAY PAPERS
TELEPHONE 091 63 13 49 « FACSIMILE 091 63 20 00
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by Niall Finnegan

HE LAST TEN YEARS AT GORT GoLk

Club have been the most exciting

in its history. The club, founded

in 1924, has finally found its
permanent home, having previously fol-
lowed the ‘small ball" at Rockfield and
Loughtyshaugnessy, the club took the
bold step of investing in 127 acres at
Castleguarter,

The members then employed the in-
ternationally-recognised course design-
er and Ryder cup hero Christy O'Connar,
junior, to design a golf course. The result,
opened in 1996, is testament to Christy's
unique eye for turning the land into one
of the most talked-about designs in the
country, while at the sarme time mingling
the holes into the Burren landscape and
natural beauty of the area.

There is simply no other course like
it. Des Smyth, another Ryder cup star,
compared the course on opening day
ta Sun City in South Africa. However,
of the thousands of visitors who have
played at Gort Golf Club, most have said
this is being kind to the latter,

The male membership Is now the
second biggest in Connacht and the
ladies' club is making equally impressive
strides.

It is to the great credit of the ladies’
club that they brought the first green
pennant (all-lreland tlitle) to Gort in
2000, having beaten Clontarf in a thrill-
ing final of the Ulster Bank four-ball
competition, a day never to be forgot-
ten,

The men contested their first all-
Ireland final in the Plerce Purcell com-
petition of 2001. They were, however,
narrowly beaten by Kanturk, having put
up a great display. Indeed, since moving
to Castlequarter, the success rate of the
club has improved dramatically, win-
ning the Cecil Ewing shield in 1999 and
2002, the Conpacht shield in 2001, the
Jack O'Sullivan trophy in 1997 and the
Connacht title in Pierce Purcell in 2000.

The ¢club has put a lot of effort into
junior golf in the last few years and

hopes this will improve

the standard of senior
golf in the club in the |
near future.

Gort Golf Club has
now over 1,200 mem-
bers, making i by far
the largest sporting
organisation and one of
the largest business con-
cerns in south Galway.
There is a possibillty
that membership may
become limited in the next few years.
However, the club is still actively looking
for members, especially from the local
area, so now Is the time to apply for
membership.

1 site of eighteenth green
2 site of clubhouse

3 site of ninth green

4 site of first green




“ T THE MIDNIGHT HOUR
between the fourteenth
and fifteenth of March
1852 the planet Jupiter, so
astrologers say, being in mid-heaven, a
little girl was born at Roxborough, that
is in Connaughl.” This Httle girl was
Augusta Persse, the twelfth child of the
very large Persse family, protestant land-
owners of Roxborough House in County
Galway. Roxborough House, where they
lived, was the usual big house, a white-
gabled eighteenth century building set
in the green fields and woodlands of
rural Ireland. Roxbrorough es-
tate was self supporting and
self-sufficient. The lifestyle of
the landed gentry of this period
was one of hunting, shooling,
fishing, travelling abroad, house
parties—a continuous round of
soclalising and entertaining.

One of the influences that led
Augusta away from the accepted
social life of the ‘big house’
was her proud old nurse, Mary

They honeymooned abroad and then
back to Coole, where they received a
warm welcome from their neighbours
and friends. Now began a new and
exciting life for Augusta, the shy young
woman, who had become the mistress
of Coole Park in County Galway and
the Gregory's London home at Hyde
Park Corner. After her husband’s death
in eighteen-ninety-two, the pattern of
her life changed greatly for, apart from
the loneliness and sadness of widow-
hood, financially she was left with only
a modest income. All her life she worked

Sheridjan. She would often tell Gregory (de Winton) with Michael Yeats
the children tales and legends of  j, cogle

her Ireland, the hidden Ireland,

that the children of the 'big house’
knew nothing at all about; her interest
was aroused and Augusta would often
spend her pennies on nationalist leaflets
on her visits to nearby Loughrea town.

Augusta grew to be a quiet, reserved
and shy young woman, mainly because
of her mother's attitude to her, for she
always made her uncomfortably aware
that Augusta, unlike her sisters, was
plain and unattractive.

Augusta married her Galway neigh-
bour, Sir Willlam Gregory of Coole Park,
a widower, an Influential member of
the British colonial service and a retired
governar of Ceylon, a day that she re-
membered as one of the happiest days
of her life, though there was a great dif-
ferences in their ages, for William was
sixty-three years old and Augusta only
twenty-eight.

and saved to preserve Coole Park for
her only child, Robert. Through her
friendship with William Bulter Yeats and
Edward Martyn, she became involved in
the Irish literary revival.

Lady Gregory was one of the leading
lights in the Irish cultural and literary
revival during the turbulent years of
the emerging Irish state. She played
a central role in the development of
a Mational Theatre, being co-founder
with W B Yeats and Edward Martyn of
the Irish Literary Theatre Society, which
led to the establishment of the Abbey
Theatre In 1904, Through her hospital-
ity at Coole Park and encouragement
of their work she had a strong influence
on such famous authors as W B Yeats,
George Bernard Shaw, Sean O'Casey,
John Millington Synge, George Moore
and Edward Martyn. The house at Coole

by Sheila O'Donnellan

is long gone but in the garden their
initials that they carved on the copper
beech ‘autograph tree,’ bear witness to
visits by her many artists and literary
friends. Lady Gregory was a drama-
tist, writer, folklorist, poet, co-founder
of the Kiltartan branch of the Gaelic
League with Father Fahy and Douglas
Hyde, a member of the Irish Agricultural
Co-operative movement and she cam-
paigned for the restoration to Ireland of
Sir Hugh Lane's valuable art collection,

Mancini's portrait of Augusta Gregory,
“greatest since Rembrandt," according to
John Synge, “a great ebullient portrait
certainly but where is the brush that
could show anything of all that pride
and that humility? And | am in despair
that time may bring approved patterns
of women or of men but not that self-
same excellence again.”

Robert, Augusta’s only son, was
educated in England and studied art in
London. Here he met and fell in love
with a fellow student, Margaret Graham
Parry, a Welsh girl, very clever and very
pretty. Even though Lady Gregory was
delighted when Robert became en-
gaged, she knew that life for her would
change and there was always an uneasy
relationship between Margaret and
herself. Margaret and Robert were mar-
ried in London in 1907 and their friend,
Augustus John, the artist, was best man.
They both had great potential as artists,
but when the first world war broke out
in 1974 Robert, now the father of three
children, with a full and interesting life,
became very restless and anxious to join
the forces, which he did in 1915, first
the Connaght Rangers and then the
Royal Flying Cerps. His mother worried
about him all the time and, in 1918, the
dreaded telegram arrived, Robert had
been killed In action while flying with
the Royal Air corps over Italy.

Augusta’'s son, Robert and his wife,
Margaret, had three children, Richard,
Anne and Catherine. They were reared
mainly by their grandmother in Coole,
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as Robert and Margaret
had lived most of their
married time in London
and Paris.

One of her grand-
daughters, Anpe, has
written a lovely account
of the happy days spend
in Coole with their
grandmother, a wonder-
ful grandmother and Me
and Nu, her story, shows
us her grandmother's
kindness, gentleness,
understanding and hu-
manity. There are many
interesting tales of the
famous people who came

Opening night, autumn gathering 1995. Catherine and Ann,
granddaughters of Lady Gregory, cut the brack. Also In the
picture from left are Lelia Doolan, Mary McDonagh, Gary Hynes,

to visit. Sheila O'Donnellan, Mona O'Donnell and Lois Tobin

W B Yeats, who always seemed to
be in deep thought and never spoke
very much during the meals but kept
handing up his cup to be re-filled by
their grandmother withoul a ‘'please’
or a ‘thank you', much to the annoy-
ance of the granddaughters, who were
reprimanded very severely if they dared
forget their manners.

But GBS was Catherine’s and Anne's
favourite playmate. He used to play
‘hunt the thimble' with them. He was
very good at the game and always
won—which  puzzled them com-
pletely—so they decided to watch him
through their fingers. To their horror
they discovered he was cheating, this
was unthinkable: a grown up cheating,
50 dishanest! How could they play with
him again? They discussed their prob-
lem with their Grandmother.

She told them GBS wasn't cheating:
He thought they'd seen him looking and
that it was a joke and that he was mak-
ing the game more amusing.

Later, their Grandmother persuaded
them to forgive him and they sent him
a gift of his favourite apples from the
garden. GBS wrote a poem Two Ladies
of Galway on the back of five postcards,
thanking them.

Anne ends her story saying: “Grandma
never pooh-poohed any of our stories
like other grown-ups did and some-
times we felt that though she knew they
were true. She realised that they may
not have been absolutely accurate. And
[ suppose, looking back, that this was a
farge part of the joy of living at Coole

Park with Grandma. Knowing that what-
ever we said or did, however silly other
people thought we were, Grandma not
only understood everything we meant
lo do or say, she also very often made us
feel even cleverer than we had thought
we were ourselves.”

In 1928, when Lady Gregory was no
longer able to maintain Coole because
of financial problems, it was sold to the
irish state. She was given the right to
live out the rest of her life there and she
was happy in the belief that the Irish
Government would maintain the estate
for the benefit of the people of Ireland.

Lady Gregory died in 1932. She is
buried in the new cemetery in Galway
beside her sister, Arabella Waitman,

Sad to say that a few years after Lady
Gregory's death, Coole House was sold,
demolished and its stones and rubble
used for other buildings.

Here, traveller, schofar, poet, take your
stand,

When all those rooms and passages are
gane,

When nettles wave upon a shapeless
mound,

And saplings raot among the broken
stones,

And dedicate, eyes bent upon the
ground,

Back turned upon the brightness of the
sun,

And all the sensuality of the shade,

A moment's memory to that laurefled
head,

South Galway has an unique history
and environment. The important literary
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homes of W B Yeats' Thoor
Ballylee, Edward Martyn’s
Tulira Castle and Lady
Gregory's Coole House
are all close to one another
and, within that triangle,
is the important archival
centre of the Kiltartan/
Gregory Museum. Lady
Gregory anticipated the
loss of Coole saying, */
have lived there and
loved it these forty years
and, through the guests
who have stayed there,
it counts for much in the
awakening of the spiritual
and intellectual side of our
country. If there is trouble
now and it is dismantled and lefl to ruin,
that will be the whole country's foss”.

The objective of the autunm gather-
ings, which have been organised an-
nually since 1995, is to recognise the
pivotal role of Lady Gregory at the
centre of the Irish literary revival and to
highlight the unique contribution of this
Galway woman to the life of twentieth
century Ireland.

Our ariginal aim remains intact, to
highlight the life and work of Lady
Gregory and her associates, to encour-
age appreciation of her enormous con-
tribution to arts and culture in Ireland,
and to examine the continuing influence
in today's society of her ideas and her
initiatives. '

Now in the twenty-first century the
time is ripe to build on these develop-
ments by adding a multi-purpose per-
formance space to the facilities at Coole
Park.

The autunm gathering believe that the
suggested development would enhance
the important and sensitive work that
Duchas has already done in establish-
ing Coole Park as a focal point in the
Galway and Clare region.

During Lady Gregory's time, Coole,
with fts history and tradition became a
haven of rest and tranquillity. Here In
this ‘workshop of genius’, many writ-
ers and artists found inspiration and
encouragement. Today there is a new
opportunity to recreate and revitalise
Coole Park as a vibrant, pulsating and
cultural centre of International impor-
tance.

L
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Bridge Street, Gort ¢ Telephone 091 63 21 33

Ladies: spring wedding, confirmation or communion. We have got the siyle for you
Suits from Regine, John Bentley, choice in sizes from 12 to 18

Suits from Claudia Stevass, Doris Streich and Liva, sizes 12 1o 26

Knitwear: separates from Claire Kennedy, Castle and Emrico

Casuals from Alice Collins, Peppercorn and Oxmo o name but a few labels

The selection is vast
mmhumm'mmmamwmmmmmmm
Open six days, late night Saturday

EVERY SUCCESS T0 GUAIRE MAGAZINE
from Bobby, Mary and FEileen at

Emerald Cleaners
Bridge Street, Gort * Telephone 091 63 17 03
PRY CLEANING ®* LAUNDERETTE ®* DUVETS ®* BLANKETS ® LINEN ETC

serving the people of Gort and south Galway for over twenty years

HE IRISH COUNTRYWOMEN'S

Association 18 an  organisation

which was started in 1910

Membership in on the increase all
the time. There are very few organisa-
tions that can say they are in existence
for nearly a hundred years and still go-
ing.. The ica is open to all ladies from
eighteen years upwards.

Many vears ago some Gort ladies met
regularly to discuss new crafts, baking
and needlework. From there they de-
cided to establish an ica guild in Cort.
The year was 1948 and Gort became
the second gulld to be established In
Galway.

They met once a month In various
houses. Sometime later they purchased
a house in Boland's Lane and set it up as
their meeting place. As the guild grew
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in membership they decided to buy
the adjoining house and so it became
the ica hall, which is still their meeting
place. In the early years many fund rais-
ing events took place there. Whist drives
were a regular occurrence and dances to
the strains of the Ballyhugh Blues were
enjoyed there. Most of all it was and still
is a place to go to learn crafts both tra-
ditional and modern.

Down through the years members
have joined and some have moved on
but each one learned new skills and
shared the skills they had.

The ica both national and regional
have members in training in the ica
Reach programme at An Grianan. It of-
fers oppartunities for women to develop
new skills. It is believed that modules
in leadership, personal development,
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by Eileen Forde

health and safety will be included in the
Reach programme.

The Gort guild has many classes on-
going at all times. New members are
always welcome. If you have an Inter-
est in any craft please ask any member
aboutit.

The Gort ca guild have raised funds
for various charities, including Romanian
orphanages and cancer research.

Our hall needs to be renovated. On
consultation with the heritage town
committee, we will maintain the facade
and work with the organisation on the
renovation. Little did those ladies who
started the Gort guild in 1948 think that
it would still be going strong fifty-five
years down the line.

MICHAEL'S
GENTS HAIR
STUDIO

Garrabeg, Church Street, Gort

Shown above is Patrick McGann, Newtown, Gort, student of
the year (agri-business) Agricultural College, Mountbellew,
2001; gmit national certificate in business studies (agri-
business), student of the year 2002. Congrats Patrick!

Mobile: 087 977 8898
special reductions for students
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Finn’s Furniture Store

Crowe Street. Gort * Telephone 091 63 12 61

Used Dutch oak furniture
Three-piece suites

Tables

Chairs

Cabinets

Armchairs

Rugs

Mirrors

Couches

Open Monday to Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm

AIB Cort
are proud to support
Gort local community

Talk to us today for all your financial needs

Drop in to us or call 021 63 1051
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Gort amnel

by Paddy O'Grady

OR A CLUB WHICH WAS FOUNDED

Just over ten years ago, the

achievements of Gort and

District Lions Club are impres-
sive and the club members are justifi-
ably proud of them. The club has had a
positive impact on the community and
has played its part too in the activities of
Lions Clubs International,

With its motto we serve, what began
as the idea of one man, Melvin Jones,
has grown to over 45,000 clubs in 185
countries with almost one-and-a-half
million members. Itis the world's largest
and most active service club organisa-
tion. When the Gort and District Club
was formed in May 1992, the members
were enthusiastic and this has continued
since then with new members which has
enabled the club to sustain growth.

With almost eleven years now gone
by since the charter night in Glynn's
Hotel on May 1 1992, it may be worth
recaling some of the main achieve-
ments and events: €10,160 raised for
Galway Hospice; cow sent to Uganda

Mr Frank Downes, lrish
Guide Dogs for the Blind,
receiving a cheque for
€2,300 raised by Gort
and District Lions Club.
Left to right: Tony
Hannon, president, Gort
and District Lions Club,
Mr Frank Downes and
Sadie Mcinerney, Gort
and District Lions Club.

through Bothar; €80,000 raised for
Gort Heritage Centre project (race
day): victims of the 1995 flooding
given assistance through distribution of
€16,500 and six dehumidifiers €8,900
presented to Sr Imelda Walsh (Galway)
for a Romanian orphanage; €5,100
raised in the local golf club for the re-
furbishment of the home of an accident
victim; three beds and wheelchair for
invalids donated to the local district
nurse; €1,500 donated to Gort herit-
age committee; €1,500 to Gort com-
munity school towards sports facilities,
£€3,000 raised to date in a guide dog
for the blind training project; €650
sach donated to Br Colman Clabby and
Br Stephen Allen for their work on the
missions; charity fund to benefit from
€1,000 raised in 100 mile cycle by John
Nilan and €500 donated annually to an
eye camp in India.

Many of the non-fund-raising ac-
tivities are undertaken on an annual and
more frequent basis and these would
include: Mosney/Trabolgan holidays for

Baﬁ_':h_ﬂ”mam il 'g'wn-:h-
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five people each year; mock interviews
for Gort community school students; 'no
name club’ hosts and hostesses; visits to
patients In the retirement homes in Gort,
Ardrahan and Cloughballymore; a table
quiz organised for teams from fourteen
local primary schools; open meetings
on drug awareness; party from Belarus
entertained; participation in Lions Club
youth awards; peace poster projects;
seven-a-side football and hurling tour-
naments for the local primary schools;
diabetes screening; collection of used
spectacles for sight—300 pairs sent to
Africia to date—banquet in Dunguaire
Castle, fund-raiser and Christmas din-
ner party, occasional outings and mem-
bership recruitment.
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Gerard J Burke

GENERAL MERCHANT ...

animal feed specialist
horse nuts, cattle and beef nuts, ewe and lamb nuts
main ergas dealer

stockist of coal, briquettes and firewood =
Onion sets

Organic seeds

Georges Street, Gort Shallois

Telephone 091 63 11 46 Certified seed potatoes

The Blackthorn

F U B A N D R ESTAURANT
Crowe Street, Gort, County Galway
Telephone 091 63 21 27

run by husband and wife team Liam and Maria Payne

? Ve

Winners of several Black and White pub awards
The Bridgestone good food awards for 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003

Food seven days a week, 10:00 am until late
Off-licence: separate entrance and take-away pizza menu
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Is there for you

in Gemrt?

HAT 15 THERE FOR YOUNG

people in Gort? Not a lot,

so In fairness this article

will be short. Maybe I'm

pessimistic but it seems to me there Is
just about enough to get by on

They say that the best things in life

are free. Well then, you've been lied to.

Like the wise people of Abba (Sweden's

greatest export until Henrile Larsson)

once said "Money, money, money...it's

so funny...in a rich man’s world”. They

were right. Unfortunately everything

costs money these days so jobs are

important for making a few bob. Let's

face it, parents take to handing out

by Sarah Nestor

HE SOCIAL LIFE OF TEENAGERS IN

Gort has improved over the last

number of years. After countless

hours of monotonous schoolwork
week in, week out, the students of Gort
community school and the surrounding
area enjoy a well-deserved break during
night events organised by the Gort no
name club,

The club consists of hosts and host-
esses, the majority of whom are students
at Gort community school who are
supervised by adults. The discos are al-
ways well-attended and are made quite
interesting through a variety of season
themes. The club is strongly anti-alcohol,
a relief for parents and guardians

Youth club discos are also quite popular,
especlally for younger teenagers, usually
between twelve and fifteen years. These
events also provide a medium for relaxa-
tion and enjoyment for students.

maoney like a duck takes to quick drying
cement.

So what to do with your hard earned
pay (or the money you managed to ex-
tort from your parents)? Well you could
always rent out a video, stay at home
and stuff your face or go out to a no
name disco if one is on. Discos are often
good craic despite their connection with
'70s dance music, flares and very dodgy
afros. You could always back a horse
and cross your fingers or have a game
of soccer or basketball up at the com-
munity centre. If you really want to blow
your money fast you could always go to
Galway on a shopping spree.

g people

by anonymous male Gortonian

Cortisn't a bad place, it is home after
all. | haven't even scratched the surface
here so look for yourself and you might
find other, better stuff. | hate sound-
ing like one of those tourisl brochures
promoting places so I'll end this before
it gets ugly.




HOWLEY'S

SERVICE STATION AND SHOP e ENNIS ROAD, GORT

PETROLeDIESEL *01LoBLUGAS*HOT CAR WASH®TYRES @ BATTERIES « PUNCTURES

New and second-hand livestock trailers

New and second-hand horse boxes

New and second-hand quads from 50¢cc to 600cc

Second-hand 4x4s and jeeps

Repairs and service 1o cars, vans and 4x4s

New and second-hand parts for 4x4s
Batteries for cars, tractors and trucks
Car batteries from €40

TELEPHONE 091 63 13 35 Ok

PETROL STATTON OPEN 7:00 AM T0 MIDNIGHT

087 239 4028 ANYTINE

branches at
Crowe Street, Gort

Abbytrinity, Tuam
Dublin Road, Loughrea

authorised distributor for

CORRIB OIL

Irish Shell » home heating oils ¢ auto and tractor diesel
kerosene and lubricants = oil storage tanks and fittings

It will pay you to give us a call — open seven days — 091 63 20 70

091631818
093 26 772
09184 17 00

“serving the west with the hest”

Castlebar Road, Westport 089 26 166
The Neale Road, Ballinrobe 092 41 455
Ring Road, Castlebar 094 22 522
Kilbridge Road Swinford 094 53 752
Patrick Street, Castlerea 0907 21 066

HE ACTIVE RETIREMEMNT MOVEMEMT 15

for active men and women who

are retired and over fifty-five

years whao wish to engage in edu-
cational, cultural, sporting and social ac-
tivities of their own choice and so make
retirement a meaningful and enjoyable
phase of life

Active in our title means that a mem-
ber should be reasonably fit and mobile
physically and not dependent on others.
Our association encourages members to
do things rather than have things done
far them.

The movement Is entirely voluntary.
It is based on a philosophy of self-help
which is jealously guarded. Members
organise things themselves for them-
selves. We draw first on the intellectual
or manual skills and talents of our own
members.

We held our first meeting on
Wednesday 17" January, 2001 and
continue to meet on Wednesdays fort-
nightly at the Social Services Centre in
Queen Street. Membership presently

ORT S5OCIAL  SERVICES IS
a voluntary organisation
which was established In
1960s. Its purpose is to
respond to local needs. It does this
through the various services it provides
such as meals-on-wheels, laundry, fuel,
food hampers and assistance-in-kind, It
organises an annual outing and party
for sepior citizens as well as an annual

stands at twenty-six, covering Kinvara,
Ardrahan, Labane and Gort.

Members are drawn from all walks
of society and each brings his/her own
unique skill and talent. Now, two years
on, we are well and truly established
New members with fresh |deas are al-
ways welcome.

We have been successful in obtaining
various grants for.our special projects, In
total we have received funding to the
tune of €3,134 which has enabled us to
purchase bowling equipment, complete
a computer training course and partici-
pate in yoga classes.

We have attended lots of shows and
concerts and art galleries, made some
nice trips to Connemara and Clare,
Clonmacnoise and Templemore garda
siochdna training school.

We completed an art project in con-
junction with the Galway Art Centre, the
theme being 'my locality/environment’,
we told our story by way of drawing,
sketching, painting, writing and photo-
graphs, Our work went on exhibition at

outing for the patients from St Brigids
Hospital in Ballinasloe.

The Social Services Centre In Queen
Street, Gort was opened in 1982 and
this has greatly facilitated the work of
the organisation.

Although the health board provides
grant aid, the continuation of the serv-
ices is very dependent on local fund-
ing which has been obtained over the

by Rena Regan

the Galway Art Centre last March and
in Clifden Library last August. It will be
exhibited in the Gort library this year.

In October 2002, the west celebrated
a festival week of active retirement
and each group participated. The Gort
members held an evening of poetry,
music, song and dance together with
a display of our artwork and a short
sketch titled A Hospital Scene, coneclud-
ing with tea and sandwiches. Members
from Ballinasloe, Galway and Loughrea
attended. The show was held in the so-
cial services centre.

In December 2002 we practised
our Christmas carols and entertained
the residents of the nursing homes in
Gort and Labane and brought gifts of
sweets.

We have been invited by Renmore
Active Retirement to entertain them
with our music and song so we are
busy rehearsing at the moment so
you can see we are busy. A lot done
but very much more to do and we are
having fun.

by Sr John

years from the knitting club, thrift shop,
church gate collections and the many
generous donations of Jocal people.
There are and have been many members
who have given of their time and talents
to the work of this organisation over
the years. The eight parishes of south
Galway united In the late 1970s and the
organisation is officially called Gort and
South Galway Social Services Coungil.
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Mary O Halloran, Tubber Read, Gort
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PAT QUINN
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diesel mixer and new petrol

electric mixer = hedge cutters
comn saws * kangos etc
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The Square, Gort

Enjoy a drink anyfime with excellent
music at the weekend

Why not pay us a visit?

Gort Fewellers

Market Hall Shopping Centre
091 63 20 21

for that special gift anytime

] ] Noones ’Dmpew

Georges Street, Gort
og1 63 10 g1

fifty years in business of supplying our cuftomers with
personal service and good value in menswear suits,
sports jackets, casual wear, jumpers, shirrs, pants,
jeans, underwear and footwear

Kinvvara AND GoRrT SCHOOL UNIFORMS SUPPLIED

Matties Pot

Georges Strest « bort

breskfast - lunch
baps wraps - baguettes
hot lunches - sit in or take away

ontact Oermot 087 7R3 6347
Dpen Mondsy to Saturday 900 &m m 600 prh

ANILA 1S NOT THE MOST
hospitable of cities but
its citizens make up for
it. A Filipno friend was
getting married and we stayed with
her family in the week coming up
to the ceremony. | had heard aboul
Filipino hospitality but it surpassed my
preconceplions—our hosts [nsisted on
vacating the best rooms in the house in
favour of the guests. Whenever we sat
our hosts jumped up and positioned a
fan beside us. The wedding itself was an
interesting affair. | had to wear a tradi-
tional Filipino barrong (a stiff white shirt
made from pineapple fibres) and, during
the couple's first dance, all the guests
crowded round and pinned money on
to the bride's dress and the bar receipts
for the night would probably have been
the same as those for the first twenty
minutes of an Insh wedding.

Manila has many problems includ-
ing poverty, crime, pollution and poor
infrastructure but the one that affected
me direclly was traffic. Think of the
frustration of jolting along in the worst
traffic-jam you've ever experienced.
Well that's what you're faced with al-
most everytime you head somewhere in
Manila. Interestingly, Fillpinos treat traf-
fic-jams like the Irish treat rain—even
though Manila Is clogged by incessant
traffic everyday they seem not to expect
it and consequently give out about it
every time they sil in the car. The au-
thorities have tried many ways of com-
bating the traffic problem. One solution
was to allow cars with even registration
numbers to be on the road only on every
second day (alternating with cars of odd
registration). However anyone with the
money bought two cars (one even reg-
istration, one odd) and now there are
more cars than ever on the roads.

The Mayon volcano

For Christmas we went to a town called
Legaspi (on south-eastern tip of Luzon,
the main island in the Philippines).
Legaspi is most famous for the Mayon

“Like my shades?"
—an old Filipino woman

volcano which broods nearby. When we
got there we headed to the local tourist
information office and got the following
information from the grinning tourist
officer:

“The Mayon volcano erupts periodi-
cally, like big sneeze! It erupted on June
22, Ash went eighteen kilometres
in the air"—arms wildly gesticulat-
ing— "then it erupted three months
later on September 22™. 5S¢ ijt's due
three months after that, so that's, let
me see, December 227, What date is it
today? The 21="

“He-he-he-he, so due tomorrow!"

Thankfully it didn't erupt the follow-
ing day but has erupted since, requiring
40,000 people to be evacuated.

My favourite part of the Philippines
would have to have been Mountain
Province (in the north of Luzon). Sagada
was our first stop. This town is renowned
for the nearby caves and also forits unu-
sual burial traditions. Some coffins are
left stacked in caves while others are
hung In a nearby valley on rock faces. In
the nearby Bontoc we visited the local
‘Hiltribes Museum'. Thal had interest-
ing photos taken by the first American
governor to arrive in the region in 1909,
showing the local tribe going off head-
hunting. Another photo showed the
locals enjoying a tug-of-war which the
Americans introduced as a safer alterna-
tive to head-hunting.

We hiked into the simple village of
Batad which had no electricity or tel-
ephone service but was surrounded by
spectacular rice terraces, carved into the
mountainsides two to three thousand
years ago and still used for growing
crops today.

Delicacies

Some of the Filipino delicacies caught
my attention: the 'craze' at the time |
was there was fried one-day old chicks,
ancther popular snack was balut {duck
egg containing partially formed duck
embryo) and In the mountain province
aso (dog) is a delicacy. | learned that ani-

by Irial P Conroy

mal rights groups from abroad had pres-
surised the Philippine government inta
banning the sale of dog meat for human
consumption a few years previously but
the local people in the mountain prov-
Ince had taken the government to court
claiming this was impinging on their cul-
ture. They won their case, | saw a menu
one day which stated that ‘our bread
is guaranteed worm-free’. Reassuring?
Humourously a dish of chickens feet is
nicknamed adidas.

The US calonised the Philippines from
the start of the twentieth century to
the end of world war twa and have
left some interesting legacies. One s
the Filipinas' good grasp of English and
their custom of shouting “Hey, Joe" at

-any foreigner, classing you as Americar,

Another is the ubiquitous jeepney. the
true Filipino local transport. The recipe
for a jeepney is, take one ex-us army
leep, put two benches in the back with
enough space for about twelve people,
paint it every colour of the rainbow, add
Lassels, badges, horns, lights, a tape
deck with a selection of Filipina rock
music, 2 chrome horse (or better still a
whole herd of them) and any other dec-
orations you think of. Then stuff twenty-
four passengers on those benches for
twelve and drive like crazy,

Jeepney on Palawan ‘highway'

B



by Sr M de Lourdes Fahy

FEW YEARS AGO A STUDY GROUP
of volunteers began the task
of cleaning up the cemetery
and ruins of the old Kiltartan
church. They did a trojan job in clearing
away bushes, briars and all types of rub-
bish which had accumulated over the
centuries. The work is still in progress as
each Saturday afternoon sees dedicated
warkers carrying out the restoration in
accordance with best practice.

The group sought expert advice from
the county council, crm and other her-
itage bodies. This ensures that no per-
manent damage is done to a sacred and
fragile site. One member said “we are
unicovering history every Saturday be-
cause we are discovering slabs we never
knew existed.” The participants are very
enthusiastic about the project and hope
to have it completed this summer. They
do need extra help and everybody's as-
sistance, no matter how small, would be
greatly appreciated,

History

As far as we know there are no histori-
cal references to the medieval church of
Kiltartan but accarding to the historian
Mans Jerome Fahey, It was dedicated
to St Attracta. In the early eighteenth
century a small straw-thatched chapel
was built on the opposite side of the
road. It remained until 1842 when it was
replaced by the present chapel. During
penal times people attended mass at
Poll an Aifrinn at Lisatunna, In 1704 all
priests In Ireland were required to give
their names and places of abode to the
clerks of the peace. They were forbidden
to have any assistants. All who neglect-
ed to be registered were to be impris-
oned or exiled. Fr James Hynes was the
registered parish priest for Kiltartan. He
was ordained In Athleague in 1673 and
dwelt in Ballylee in 1704.
Architecture

The old church |s sixty-five feet long
and twenty-five feet wide: It is a highly
significant site and shows evidence of at
least three phases of construction. The

curved parts of the wall surrounding
the cemetery suggest an early Christian
date. As part of the public works dur-
ing the greal famine, Garret Egan and
Andrew Kelly got the contract for build-
ing a wall around the cemetery, at a cost
of £20.

Dominlc Delaney, consultant ar-
chaeologisl, states that the building
incorporates substantial remains of a
neo-MNorman church. Huge stones or
cyclopean masonry are to be found in
the lower parts of the west gable, fac-
ing the road. The windows or lancets of
the side walls date from late twelfth or
early thirteenth century and belong to
the ftransitional phase. The medieval
phase is represented by the eastward
extension In the late fifteenth or early
sixteenth century. The most prominent
feature of this phase is the east window,
which was situated in the sanctuary.

In the north wall is a stone altar with a
pointed arch of ornamentally cut stones.
According to the late Micko Mulkere,
the stone allar was known as the tomb
of Christ aftar, where the blessed sac-
rament was hidden away from holy
Thursday evening to Saturday or Easter
Sunday. A slab of stone was usually re-
moved and the blessed sacrament was
placed underneath, representing our
lord's burial in the tomb.

Quite recently, a broken headstone
was discovered inside the
old church. It was erect-
ed over the grave of Fr
Andrew O'Flynn, pp, who
died in 1823. He was
the last parish priest of
Kiltartan to be buried in
the parish. Kilmacduagh
and Kiltartan parishes
were united in 1854 to
form the parish of Gort.
Gravestones
A detailed ground plan
of the site will be made

by a professional group. ;o

tion of all gravestones. A register will
then be made of all gravestone inscrip-
tions. This will ensure that the site is fully
recorded for posterity. It is envisaged
that the results could be displayed on a
plague at the entrance to the graveyard.
The Kiltartan Gregory Museum will also
have copies of the list of Inscriptions.

The earliest Inscriptions so far revealed
date from the 1760s but there are sev-
eral uninscribed slabs which go back to a
much earlier date, There are a few inter-
esting coffin-shaped slabs. Others bear
the trade marks of the person, such as
a hammer and saw on one gravestone
and a sword on another. Many sur-
names are no longer to be found in the
parish, for instance Blaquiere, Crawford,
Grealy, Macklin, McCabe, Faircloth,
Mooney, Lopdell, Kemmy. There are
no parochial records of deaths until the
twentieth century. State records com-
mence in 1864. To find out more about
the faithful who departed this life before
that date is both a fascinating and highly
rewarding quest.

All going well, mass will be celebrated
in the old church on August 11", feast of
St Attracta. It will be a memarable day,
a day to show our respect for the dead.
Why not infarm as many former parish-
ioners as possible, It's as good a reason
as any for a reunion of old friends. See
you there,

'5,_..‘; e 5 Al I

This will record the loca- Canopied tomb in north wall of Kiltartan old church
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‘ A tidy, natural threesome.
I could cry from oreness
With the smell of wet grass,
With the flight above me,

To getits shara,

All the wonderful dampnese
Choruses up, unspoiled,
From out of every puddie,

And down from every branch,

Wooing the twittering birds
And the simpering leaves,
Into my singular sense

Of goodness, niceness,
‘But all this
‘Is borrowed now,

Like a lost bequest,
Nty fitered fortune
Wy worth is glimpsed
I the distancing geese
fﬂ--ﬂ;;irafn and in the earth,
Which nursed, and nurses yet,
-‘“jﬁelterhadchifd -y
To tend the fire o -
As other than a chore.

All the sounds of country fiyi
And the quilted caress of s'zeen;
That doesn't have to tumble
Over itself and collide with traffic

=1 =~
War Lovers
by Frank Lally
Before me some old photographs,

From history’s pages' paragraphs,
Of arrogance and vanity,
‘Unrecognised Insanity.

\Who cares, they sneer, how many die,
‘The maimed In blood rivers lie,

The bully often draws respect,

The decent ridicule, neglect.

\When we have tramped our corpse-paved roads,
They'll lift their voices, pen new odes,
And raise up images so east,

To even time itself outlast.




HE Witp SwanN THEATRE

company’s history stretches back

to the 1940s and '50s with many

of Gort's former well-known
faces performing many of the favour-
ite plays and pantomimes of the time.
Records show that the main venue was
the Gort Town Hall now renamed the
Gort Heritage Ceritre.

Time passed with a fading out of tal-
ent and interest. Over time, a number of
locals realised that the town needed a
strong drama group due to Gort's well-
renowned literary past and its need to
show this. So In the late eighties the
re-emergence of the re-formed Gort
mini-theatre group heralded a new era,
opening a channel for performances of
plays by various artists including local
playwrights such as Lady Gregory and
William B Yeats.

No better time to remember one of
our great backers and supporters, the
sadly-missed Dean Christy Walsh, who
was fervenl in support of the group and
in backing their use of the hall, He often
made seating and other props for our
shows. With his history in drama behind
him he was to be one of our great ped-
estals to start from.

Practically all performances were
centred on the town hall. Any member
of the old or new theatre groups would
testify that not only the acoustics, size
and location of the hall were excellent
but the simple character of the venue
was the envy of many.

The mini-theatre group, as we were
known up until 2001, truly came into
its own with a new, still-highly lauded
performance of Dancing at Lughnasa,
shown over four mights in the hall.

by Austin Mcinerney

A routine was to be established there-
after of a spring show comprising of a
two- or three-act play in the town hall
together with a selection of two one-act
plays to be performed throughout the
year, not only in the hall but alse Coole
Park, Thoor Ballylee, Kiltartan Museum,
the Lady Gregory Holel, Glynn's Hotel,
and The Taibhearc and in, subsequent
years, by Invite in Belfast and Londan.

All rehearsals and meetings would
centre almost exclusively in what was
undoubtedly our little corner of the
world—the first floor of the town hall.
The facilities were completely outdated.
Betore refurbishment the toilet facilities
were unisex, changing was |n a meet-
ing room and off-stage was practically
outside,

Regardless, the concrete spirit of the
group carried on with successful spring

K
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performances of Communication Cord
and Sive to full attendances. One-act
shows of such plays as Hyacinth Halvey,
Workhouse Ward, The Gaolgate, The
Jackdaw, The Rising of the Moon,
Spreading the News, The Coole Apples
and many more were carned out over
the years in the hall and the other ven-
ues mentioned. The new award-win-
ning plays commemorating the life of
Lady Gregory such as Lady Gregory's
Ingredients and The Claddagh Ring
were also shown.

For two years the troupe had to move
home to Beagh Community Centre as
the Gort Town Hall was being refur-
bished into the new heritage centre.
Although we missed our little hall, the
expanded space both in front of and
behind the scenes opened new doors
for us. The crowds were bigger and our
minds and imagination duly expanded.

Moll and Lend rme a Tenor were huge
successes, beyond our wildest dreams.
Never had we performed to this size
audiences and, if we can boast, we were
just getting better and better.

Our hardcore group could number up
to twenty at any given time. Our back
room group is the best around without
doubt, limited not In talent bul only in
the budget given. Our support group of
mare actors and actresses could number
fifteen or more. We are a group of size,
talent and many capabilities.

o~

2001 was the year of our return to the
new heritage centre with a five-night
performance of Big Maggie. For the
first time seating was pre-booked and,
far the first time, an extra night had to
be added. According to official numbers
the hall could have been filled one-and-
a-half times more.

The show was a success, the casting
was a success, the choice of play was a
success, the set was a success, the back-
room team were a success and the hall-
mark of all this was teamwaork. Everyone
has an opinion that is listened to and
respected. The spirit amongst our tight-
knit team Is hard to explain but should
be experienced. To survive a rehearsal
in Gort Town Hall is a challenge indeed.
Laughter is our backbone.

As the group grew it was decided to
seek a change in name as we did not
see ourselves as a mini-theatre anymore.
After much deliberation the title The
Wild Swan Theatre Company was born.
We now had a name synonymous with
theatre and our own locality—The Wild
Swans of Coole. The ‘wild" part wasn't
lost on us either.

Mext in line was the hilarious Say
Cheese by Ken Ludwig. Again a sell-out,
again a success. Experience talent for-
ever shining, new talent blooded.

The group now had decisions to make.
In order to keep the large numbers ac-
tive it was agreed a second ‘big show'

would be added to the calender. The
potential for increased earnings was not
forgotten either. The need for our own
lighting, chairs and supplies hugely im-
portant but very expensive. The group
are self-funding and proudly so.

So in late 2002 part of The Beauty
Queen of Leepane trilogy came to town
in the name of The Lonesome West,
Four nights, sold out. A controversial
play, not for the young or faint-hearted
but; for the group and many more, a
satisfying outing.

The future of the Wild Swan Theatre
company is assured. The interest and
commitment is too bright to extinguish.
The love of performing a mynad of
styles is well known. The feeling of be-
ing at home in Gort Heritage Centre is
irreversible.

Other thoughts in our heads Include
running a number of different plays can-
currently with different casts, travelling
to other venues throughout the country,
entering festivals and much much more.

The Wild Swan Theatre is a group that
is now highly recognised within the act-
ing fraternity. We are proud of our hall,
we are also spoilt in the number of ven-
ues locally available to us. Those venues
including such as the home of William
Butler Yeats and Lady Gregory at Coole
Park. Certainly Gort, as a heritage town,
Is a location that should have a strong
drama group with useable facilities.

The Wild Swan Theatre, a
self-funding and selfless group
who perfarm regularly free of
charge, deserve the best also.

As a facility the heritage
centre must be cared for, the
facilities must be made amena-
ble to the public and the his-
tory, character and style of the
property must be maintained.
Even now money needs to be
spent on the property again as
mother nature is trying to get a
front row seat for free.

On behalf of the Wild Swans,
we thank all our patrons over
the years. We enjoy entertain-
ing. We apologise to those
who have failed lo get seating
but we always stress that early
booking is essential.

Niall Finnegan being made up by Peggy Casey for his role of Valene in The Lonesome West

k4



left: ground oulside cld
'§ vocational school in Georges
— § Street, Gort in the 1950s. Back,
:i: - W feft to right: Sean Gallagher
i and Sean Brennan; front, left
to right: John McCarthy,
20 & Mattie McCarthy and
ty :;', Gussie Kelly
S right: captain's prize
VL URR 1963 at Gort Golf
18 Club. Tom Lambert,
iy ! ! : captain, Eddle
e ok, SR Treston, winner,
Hof\c Evelyn Gilmartyn,
e 2B winner and Lily
; Spelman, lady
& ) captain
above:
Gort billiards team at
the Town Hall, Gort, 1963-64. Left to right: Noel
Mullins, Paddy Piggott, Gerry Burke, Tom Lambert, Christy
Fennessy, Micky Roughan and Fr Leo Morahan
right: heat of the Mary from Dunglae in the Classic
ballroom. Left to right: Bernie Joyce, 7 Hawkins (Flagmount),
Ann Sullivan, Margaret Reilly, actor Tom Hickey, Ann
Broderick, 7 Fahy, Geraldine Dempsey, 7 Linnane (Kinvara)
and Breda Gillane
above right: cutting a dash are Pudney Piggott and Tomas
O'Quigley at a dress dance in the Great Southern Hotel circa | o %1
fifty years age y

below: Kilmacduagh juvenile tearn, 1959, Back,

left to right: ) Halleran, T Linnane, J Flaherty,

James Nestor, C Geoghegan, C Grealish rip. T

O'Halloran rip, lerome Nestor; front, left to right:

K Linnane, J Flaherty, B Linnane rip, G Carr rip, J above: Gort junior hurling
Linnane, M Spelman, M O'Connor and T Cummins hurling team 1950s. Back,

left to right: Ronnie Burke, right: the late
Paddy Lally, Josie Larkin, Canon George
Bemnie Flaherty, Michael Quinn took

John Grealish, Thomas this photgraph
Howard, Tom Nolan, of Gort boys'
Patrick Connolly, Paddy ] school pupils
Mullins, Joe Pete Hehir, Billy after a ten-mile
McNeill, Eddie Fennessy, | sponsored walk |
Sean Ruane and Petie ' in June 1973.
Howard, Front, left to right: Were you
Padraig McNeill, Gerry there?

Cahill, Val Burke (Beagh),

Evan Heenan, Joseph

Murray, Sean Burke, Bernie

Burke, Padraig Cahill.

Photograph by Paddy

Flaherty .
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Gort preperty review

by Austin Mclnerney,

1avi Avia, director ERA Joseph 1. Mclnerney (Auctioneers) Ltd

NLY THOSE LIVING IN GORT FOR

at least the last thirty years

can appreciate the incred-

ible changes in the layout
of the town, the increased population
numbers, the new national and inter-
national diversity of the population, the
facllities avallable and, of course, the
advantages and the disadvantages that
all this brings.

My geography teacher taught me that
Gort was built all those hundreds of
years ago at the point between the two
mountain ranges where the land was
good and flat and where the river was
easiest crossed,

Today Gort's benefits and reasons for
expansion have a slightly more com-
mercial tone. Distance-wise, the town is
just thirty minutes from Galway city and

its surrounding business parks; twenty
minutes from Ennis, fifty minutes from
Shannon international alrport and we're
just aver one hour from Limerick and
Athlone.

For heritage amenities we only have to
look at Coole Park, Kilmacduagh, Thoor
Ballylee and of course the atlantic ocean
free of charge just nine miles away. Gort
itself has a wealth of modern necessities
including a good community centre with
a state-of-the-art gym; sports fields for
hurling, soccer, football, rugby, camogie,
track and field; banks, credit unlon,
building societies, excellent primary,
post primary and secondary schools
and a long list of retail, commercial busi-
nesses for all types of customers.

This Is a long list of advantages that
the town offers for not just theose living

here always but those that have moved
here in recent years and those planning
to move here In the future.

Gort now also offers a magnifi-
cent opportunity for people based
in the city to move out, Imagine a
young couple, early thirties, living in
a three bedroomed semi-detatched in
Knocknacarra, Residential Jungle land,
few facilities, traffic jams, ages to work
and ages back, drive everywhere for
everything. House is worth £250,000
or thereabouts in today's market. If they
move to Gort they could get a quality
four- or five-bedroom detached home
either In or around the town within a
short walk of all facilities and an almost
equal length of time to work. Even if
they bought a three-bedroom semi in
Gort for £145,000 they could have up
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Crowe Street, Gort, County Galway

Bbarbering at its best
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BAR
see you fhere

i ORGE'S STREET, GORT, COUNTY GALWAY, IRELANES

tel: ogr 63 22 56

LOUGHREA PLANT AND TOOL HIRE
Bridge Street, Loughrea
tel: ogr 842 220 fax: ogr 84 23 13

GORT PLANT & TOOL HIRE
Crowe Street, Gort

for a pleasant drink in
comfortable surroundings visit

Harte's Pul

bridge street, gort, co. galway

30

to £100,000 savings—in their early
thirties, Not bad.

Over the past five years |ust over 200
new homes have been built in Gort var-
ying between detached, semi-detached
and apartments, At the time of writing
planning exists for over a hundred more
and 150 in the pipeline. There are still
approximately sixty acres due for resi-
dential zoning, allowing for a possible
800 mare units. The buyers have come
from many different sectors, locals mov-
ing out of home but staying close, as
mentioned the Galway/Ennis buyers up-
grading or simply buying
within their price range,
the investars who rent to
those whao can't or don't
want to buy and finally
the retiring market, those
people from out in the
country who have ceased
driving and want to put
the feet up with facilities
such as the church, post
office and pubs within
walking distance.

The  residential  in-
vestment market grew
significantly in Gort in
recent years. One might
wonder why. We have

these non-nationals has been immense
and surely welcome.

Problems lie ahead that must be ad-
dressed Immediately and should have
been dealt with years ago. Water pres-
sure and supply, sewerage extension
and rezoning are just some.

Every new house brings a new family.
Every new family will bring new children
to the schools, new hurlers and football-
ers, new golf club members. New homes
will bring new business, new investment
to the town. The bigger we get the more

we get,

no new Industry or third River Walk estate

level education facilities.

One reason is of course the increased
house prices and the difficulty in secur-
ing mortgage approval, the other is the
foreign market, be they British, Brazilian,
Russian, Latvian, Romanian, African or
wherever. The input into Gort's com-
mercial and residential economy by

The Advance ipa factory, Gallagher's Lane

We have an idle Advance factory, We
were promised by the powers that be
that It would be filled. New industry
brings new families. Maore people buy-
ing clothes, petrol, shoes, getting their
halr cut, shopping. drinking and shout-
ing or playing for Gorl every time we

play sport. It all adds up, the multiplier
effect.

One of Gort's main advantages is its
vibrant and well-populated catchment
area which comprises local farmers and
their families and new families that have
bought sites and built.

To finish with some statistics, On aver-
age In Gort, homes that were built five
years ago have increased in value across
the board by 55% to 100%. In Boland's
Court, a home that cost £90,000 is
now warth £155,000. In the Maples,
the first-éver homes bullt there have

doubled in value at least. In the last
year prices have increased by 7%-10%.
However in River Walk, the new homes
that are just finishing have increased by
about 25% in value. These figures can
vary from estate to estate, even from
house to house, depending on location,
view and finish.

As ever, a healthy residential
market—which we have—
feeds a healthy commercial
market with rents per square
foot rising steadily. However,
there can be too much em-
phasis on achieving high rents
and not focusing on the quality
of the tenant and the purpose
they require it for.

For those living in Gort, trust
me, compared to many towns
we have it great. For those
thinking of living in Gort;
you're moving In the right
direction.
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Foot massage

for all your travel arrangements

for health and rel , HOLIDAY INTERNET  SISTRARIA
or heaith and relaxation ADVICE BOOKINGS
WIDE FARES
bﬂ appointmcnt UH'fj
AIRLINES ALL MAJOR
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Ruanmore, Ardrahan
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JWT = SUNWORLD = BUDGET TRAVEL = FALCON
FANORAMA = LOTS MORE

Tel 09163 14 77

091 63 11 89

Fax 091 63 11 95
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"EHURCH ST. MOTORS'

GORT - 0416310 37

LAWNMOWERS

Honda 5°5 hp from €390
Strimmers from €59

BIKES

Genty bikes from €140
Adult dual suspension bikes only €229

TRACTORS

Engine oil €44
Tractor seats from €99

| |
} CARS
Seat covers 200 off

Wheel trims 20% 0F

POWER TOOLS "\

Cordless drills, 18y only €69
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EFLEXOLOGY |5 AN ANCIENT
healing art based on the prin-
ciple that the body will, given
the opportunity, heal Itself and
bring about a state of natural balance
in order to function to its full capacity.
Reflexology practitioners follow the hy-
potheses that all structures and organs
in the body are mirrored on the feet and
hands and by using specific touching
techniques to stimulate the reflex points,
can help the body to regain a balanced
state.
In reflexology, the term reflex can be
termed more of a reflection or mirror
Image of what is happening in the areas
of the body represented on the soles
and tops of the feet.

Reflexologists use the theory that
there are ten zones or energy lines run-
ning up and down the body following a
line from each toe and each finger to the

The Orchard centre in Queen Street, which was
destroyed by fire in February 2003. The smaller
plcture shows the centre, which was a day centre
for forty-nine adults, one week before the fire.

top of the head. Blockages of energy oc-
curalong these zones caused by disorder
or disease in the organs and structures
and reflexologists aim to release these
blockages by using the pressure tech-
niques already mentioned. The therapist
will treat the clienl in a fully holistic
manner, taking into consideration the
physical, emotional and spiritual aspects
of their lives when seeking the cause
of their problems and net just working
on the physical symptoms that they
exhibit.

Reflexology is an Ideal health strategy
for prevention of ill health and should
not be viewed as a last resort. Regular
monthly tredatments are an excellent
way to maintain properly balanced
systems and can help prevent the occur-
rence of disease.

Once illness has taken hold, reflexol-
ogy can be used in its fullest sense as

by Mary Flaherty-Shiels
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a ‘complementary’ adjunct to medical
treatment with the co-operation of the
client’s doctor or consultant. It is heart-
ening indeed that so many consultants,
particularly in the field of oncology, are
now recognising the benefits of the
anxiety relieving and calming effects of
this valuable therapy.

Reflexology teaches that a wital
energy or life force, such as thal ac-
knowledged in oriental medicine, flows
through all organs and tissues of the
body. Reflexologists are trained in the
pressure and massage techniques de-
signed to disperse these energy block-
ages which often manifest themselves
as crystalline deposits in the feet and
hands. Circulation of both blood and
lymphatic systems is stimulated so that
accumulating toxins may be excreted
and cases of stress, tension and fatigue
relieved.

| Pictured above receiving the winners' trophies at Gort’s

| recent Reach for the Stars competition at the Lady Gregory
Hotel are parish curates Fr Barry and Fr Peter who, on

| the night, along with family members, gave a rousing
impersonation of the Saw Doctors.
The competition, a We, the people of Gort production, was
a huge success, with sixteen local acts showing off their

talents for music, comedy and impersanation. As with all

We, the people of Gort events, the proceeds went to local
charities. Principals among the many hard working arganisers
of the event were Martin Aherne (pictured presenting the
trophies) who hosted the evening and P J Downey.
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moody blues

video library

georges street * 091 63 23 14
tapes and cds

best wishes to guaire magazine

EARLY TILL LATE

Crowe Street, Gort = 09163 1915

NEWSAGENTS and GROCERY
Toys = UK Lotto agent

open seven days
8:00 am until 10:00 pm

step by step

The Square, Gort = 091 63 01 61

stockists of gents and teenage footwear

feel free fe browse around

Collins’ Bar

birthday parties and other celebrations catered for
famous for porter

091632017

O’REILLY’S
FruiT AND VEG
Bridge Street, Gort

For all your fruit and vegftab!es ""
delivered daily
Albso call aﬂd see our range

of health foods and herbal remedies

Blossoms Flower Shop

Crowe Street, Gort
Telephone 091 63 13 18
After hours: 091 63 02 32 or 63 25 09
Jlowers for all occasions
delivery service

Z'om Wiullins

Georges Street, Gort

bar & grocery

the bar youve been looking for

O Counors Bakery

Bridge Stteat (rorl

for all reasons and @l seasons

Ring Margaret on (091 63 13 96

FTER SPENDING TEN YEARS IN
London my family and | de-
cided to head for ‘the green,
green grass of home'.

While in England | met lots of trades-
men on different sites and in particular
| became good friends with someone
in the plaster moulding business. | was
tascinated to see how a room could be
transformed Just by having cornice fit-
ted, | visited his workshop to see what
exactly was involved in making cornice
and saw that a lot of skill, care and pa-
tience is required. This is what | wanted
to do'in Ireland.

After some research while home
on holidays | saw that there was an
opening for me in the Gort area to set
up our own business, Finnegan Plaster
Mouldings.

We moved home and set up a wark-
shop at my home place in Kilmacduagh.
Every piece of moulding is made at the
waorkshop. Rubber or fibre-glass is used
to make the original moulds. These are
filled with plaster of paris—which is
imported from France—and covered
with scrim (canvas) and two timber
latts—Dboth imported from England —to
strengthen the length of cornice. Here's
the tricky bit, however. All this wark, in-
cluding making sure the plaster is settled
into every crevice of the mould, must be
compléted in a few minutes otherwise
its ruined. The reason it needs to be
made so quickly is because the plaster
sets In a matter of minutes. You need
plenty of practice to get skilled at the
work or you lose the entire piece.

There are a variety of sizes and designs
of cornices to choose from, depending
on peoples own individual preference
and celling height. We also supply and
fit coving, celling roses, panel, arches
and so on.

Our hig break came when we were
given the Job of supplying and fitting
The Lady Gregory Hotel with cornice.
Little did | think when | was going to
school there that one day | would be

back again fitting out the assembly hall
wilh cornice, where | spent many a hap-
py day doing exams. It is now the main
function room in the hotel. This was a
great advertisement for us for future
work. After thal we supplied and fitted
all the plaster mouldings at the Quality
Clarinbridge Court Hotel,

Our customer base is very varied from
the private houses which are our bread
and butter and which are just as impor-
tant to us as the housing developments
and hotels. One of our ongoing projects
at the moment Is a new village which is
being built just outside Portlaoise,

Behind every business there is a good
woman and this is Evelyn, my wife, who
looks after the secretarial end of things.

We use our own new house
at Kiltiernan, as our showhouse.

by Kieran Finnegan

Prospective clients are very welcome
to come in and give a look around at
the various cornices we have fitted. It
makes it much easier for them to see
what they would like rather than just
being shown a small sample. There
are also very simple ideas that make
a room look that extra bit special

For people building new houses,
the best time to fit the coving/
cornice is as soon as the plastering
Is finished. Quite often we find that
people have painted their houses and
then decide to have plaster mould-
ings fitted, Even though it can be
done, it is much easier to do it after
the plastering.

For information or queries Kieran
can be contacted at home on 091
796 881 or 086 823 1583.
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OHN DONOHUE, POPULARLY KNOWN

as Dano, set up a saw milling busi-

ness fn Kiltartan in 1952. This was

the second such business In the
area as Paddy Cahill was already oper-
ating a sawmill since 1917, Donohue’s
mill was beside Kiltartan old national
school, which now houses the Gregory
Museum.

The mill was powered by a stationary
system sleam engine of forly horse-
power and was fuelled with the waste
wood from the mill. It took a day-and-
a-half to tow this engine behind a truck
from Limerick. Because of its weight, its
iron wheels and wheel bearing had to be
greased every five miles along the road.

Softwoods such as spruce, fir and
larch were supplied for bullding pur-
poses around south Galway, Hardwoods
such as beech, oak, elm and ash were
mostly sold to Galway city workshops
for the manufacture of furniture and
coffins. The logs were cut on a rack
bench having a six foot diameter blade
fitted with inserted testh. These teeth
were uniform in shape and could be eas-
ily replaced If damaged but were greedy
making a cut ¥a* wide (six mm).

When sawing large diameter logs it
was necessary after making the first cut
to 'about tum’ the log and finish the full
depth of the cut by passing it through
the saw a second time. Sean Donoghue,
nephew of Dano, says he well remem-
bers this slow and labarious task. Cahill's
overcame this problem later by fixing a
second saw blade above and just for-
ward of the main blade to make deep
cuts in one pass. A smaller saw bench
with 2V4' blade was used to resaw the
timber down to the sizes required for
the various orders. Later a fourcutter
was installed to produce floorboards,
Killeen Body Builders used larch flooring
in lorry and traller bodies. The steam
engine was replaced in 1955 by a forty
horsepower three-phase electric motor
and sold for £70 but shortly afterwards
resold for £2,000.

Among men who worked in the mill
al Kiltartan were Tommy Murphy, rip,
Noel Kelly, Mikey Purcell, loe Corley
rip, Jackie Glynn, Paddy loe Lyons, John
Hynes rip, Colle Shaughnessy, lorry
driver and Sean Donoghue, a nephew of
Dano. Paddy Joe Lyons was reputed to
be the best timekeeper of all; he walked
three-and-a-half miles daily to and from
work. People along his route would say
that you could set the clock by him, he
was so punctual, Colie Shaughnessy
brought a regular number of lorry loads
of logs per week to Clondalkin Paper
Mills in west Dublin.

Dario also set up an enterprise in Gort
at Lowery's Lane for the manufacture of
various floor and yard brush heads. This
involved installing a number of machines
and designing special jigs and arranging
them to form a production line along
which the timber passed to be processed,
There was a minimum of seven men em-
ployed, each operating a machine that
did a particular operation. Each
formed block was finally sawn
into two to produce two brush
heads. Two holes were bored
inte each head to provide a
second position for the handle
if the first hole became worn.
The heads were stacked in a
drying room heated by a wood-
burning stove. Variar Brushes
took the entire production,
which amounted to approxi-
mately 1,200 heads per week.
The produce was delivered by
Donoghue's lorry to their brush
factory in Dublin.

Some of the men who worked
in Lowery's Lane were Bartley
Connelly rip, Tiny Connelly rip,
Vinney and Mathew McNevin
fip. Terry McCarthy, Dodo
Scanlan rip, Christy and Joe
Egan, losie Burke and Martin
Egan.

Dang’s health failed causing
his death in 1961. The business

by Dick Burke

was continued for another six years by
his wife Nora who also had a very suc-
cessful Grocery business at the Square.
She took a personal interest in all as-
pects of the milling business and would
be found pointing stakes at Kiltartan on
Thursday afternoons while all shops in
Gort closed for their half day. There was
a steady order for oak stakes from a firm
in Dingle, County Kerry. Nora organized
the older boys in her family to bag and
sell firewood blocks and kindle wood
waste from the mills to customers in
Gort on Saturdays.

Eventually because of scarcity of logs
and other factors she decided to close
the timber production business In 1967
bringing to an end a very successful ven-
ture which she and her husband started
as a young couple. She continued her
grocery business for many mare years.

With thanks for assistance from John
Donoghue, son of Dano and Sean and
Thomas Donoghue, nephews of Dano.

John Donoghue
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WAS BORN IN BELFAST IN 1945,

the middle child in a family of elev-

en, a working-class family where

every one of us sketched, coloured,
drew and painted so much so that | took
it for granted that every child did this
naturally.

On going to school at the age of five,
| found out how wrong | was and ended
up being chastised for presenting work
that was assumed to be someone else's.
I have to admit that put me
off art for years.

After school, | worked on
the buildings, blocklaying,
scaffolding erection, what-
ever offered and eventually
ended up in Darwin, Australia.
| picked up the art bug again
and, in time, over the years
| studied when | had the
chance, and, being a natural
observer, things came easily
to me.

My great art teacher was
John Luke, whose classes | at-
tended twice a week for three
years after work. My first
exhibition was In Darwin in
1970 and |'ve had a good few
since. Life has been good.

In 1998/1999 | got teach-
ing work in Loughrea and
Galway and, ocut of this, the
Gort School of Art was born
in 1999. Overall the classes

number about seventy persons and the
talent is varied. | try to encourage and
help according to the individual abilities,
as opposed to pushing people. | think
that each class should be a relaxing
therapy where people’s thoughts and
feelings flow on to the canvas.

Some of my students have had their
own exhibitions and many of them have
produced work of very high standard.

seff-portrait

There are other art classes in the Gort
area, all of which are thriving, so one
could say that the state of art in Gort
and south Galway is really on the up and
long may it continue.

At the moment | am commissioned lo
paint twenty to thirty murals for a chain
of Irish pubs in America, so 2003 will be
a busy year far me.

StrecksAhead

Hair Design

open:

Maonday to Saturday
10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Georges St

Co. Galway
091-632766

* stockists of Bonacure and |
= specialising in cutting,
cap hi-lites, easi-me
body waves and setting

BOOKING ADVISAHLE
Gort We would like to take this
to thank all our loyal cu:
continued support
Proprietrix: Martina

e hi
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ORT AND DISTRICT SHoOwW
Company celebrated  its
twenty-first  show  on
17" August 2002 at Gort
Community Centre and on the grounds
of the adjoining community school.
There was renewed Interest in the show
as the event had not been held in 2001
due to foot and mouth restrictions.
After bad weather during the previous
months and fndeed on show marning
the day cleared up at noon to give a
warm and sunny afternoon and this
helped to draw one of the largest at-
tendances in the history of the event.

The Gort Show queen finalists 2002

The annual show started in 1981 with
just fifty-one classes in home/garden
produce, flowers, handicrafts and a
special section confined to pational
school children. Over the years classes in
photography, cats, dogs, sheep, horses,
ponies and poultry were added which
together with a confined post primary
section means that there are now aver
180 classes entered in and judged each
year.

The show queen promotion had given
the 2002 show a higher profile than in
previous years. Rena Comyn, Tubber,
representing Dicey Reilly's, had been

by Padraig Giblin

chosen as gueen of Gort Show by an in-

dependent jury al a very enjoyable and
well attended function held in the Lady
Gregory Hotel on the previous Sunday
evening.

There had also been an exhibition of
photographs and newspaper cuttings
of the show over the past twenty-one
years on display in Gort Credit Union
(main sponsors) during the last few
weeks of July/early August and this also
helped to raise the awareness of the
show locally,

The other finallsts for the queen

of Gort Show were Aoife McGarry,

Back row, left to right: Aoife McGarry, Julie Walsh, Fionnuala Keating, Rena Comyn, Aine Clancy,
Deborah Walsh, Anne McNamara, Patrice Carey; front row, left to right: Alyson McGrath, Philomena
Lee, David O'Reilly, chairman of Gort Show, Artie Kenny, chairman of Gort Credit Union, Sarah O'Grady.
Missing from the photography are Nessagh Quinn and Fidelma Killeen

Li;:fm‘: &r 2003

David O'Reilly, chairman, making a presentation to Rena Comyn, queen of Gort
Show. On the left is Nessagh Quinn and on the right is Alyson McGrath, two of

the finalists

Peterswell representing Finns' Furniture
Store; Sarah O'Grady, Tubber, Storm
Movies and Phones, Patrice Carey,
Lough Cutra, Super Valu; Deborah
Walsh, Fiddane, Gillanes, The Square;
Fiennuala Keatlng, Coole, The Lady
Cregory  Hotel;  Alyson  McGrath,
Rinneen, The Blackthorn: Anne
McNamara, Kilanena, Harte's Bar: Julie
Walsh, Tarmon, Tommy O'Donnell's;
Nessagh Quinn, Gort, Florrie Tynan's;
Aine Clancy, Tubber, Q'Grady's Bar and
Restaurant; Philemena Lee, Rakerin,
Treasures and Fidelma Killeen, Gort,
Casey's Bar.

Following the adjudication David
O'Reilly, chairman of the show com-
pany, expressed his satisfaction at the
way the queen promotion had caught
the imagination locally and thanked the
finalists and the businesses for promot-
ing them. The show queen will now go
farward to the Galway finals of the Rose
of Tralee in 2003. In fact Rena Comyn i1s
the first to qualify for this year's Galway
finals.

The show queen was brought by lim-
ousine, sponsored by Sullivan's Hotel, to
officially open the show and Rena had a
very busy afternoon presenting prizes in
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the various sections including the ever
pepular bonnie baby competition.

A senior and junior sheaf throw-
ing competition was held with com-
petitors from Galway, Clare, Offaly,
Limerick and Mayo.

The annual show gives local busi-
nesses, voluntary organisations and
individuals an opportunity to display,
promote and sell their goods, services
etc by way of trade stands and craft
displays. While this aspect of the
2002 show was most successtul, the
members of the show company in-
tend to develop it further in future.

The display of vintage cars, tractors
and static machinery drew a lot of
attention. Members of the Western
Veteran and Vintage Motor Club and
other local vintage car and tractor
owners took their vehicles for a short
rally down the town and back led by
an open top Volkswagen Beetle con-
taining the show queen

There was plenty of entertainment
for children with a bouncing castle,
super-slide and novelty events. The
members of God 1A guild provided a
top quality catering service, as usual.

The 2003 show will be held on
Sunday 10" August, The members of
the show company invite more people
to become involved in planning and
organising this year's event. So please
come along and attend the meetings
which will be publicised in the parish
newsletter and in the local papers.

The officers and committee of
Gort and District Show Company
Ltd are Canon M Kelly, parish
priest, president; Brendan Murphy,
Michael Roughan, Lowry Murray
and Peggy Barry, vice-presidents;
Denis Carry, honorary vice-president;
David O'Reilly, chalrperson; Mary
Leonard, indoor chairperson; Greg
Lundon, horse section chairperson;
Patty Carroll, organising secretary;
Kathleen Curley, assistant secretary;
Fiona Curley, horse section secretary;
Ann Walsh, treasurer and Padraig
Giblin, pro. The executive commit-
tee consists of the officers plus Tom
Browne, David Curley, Josephine
Helly, Tim Moloney, Kitty, McGrath,
Ann  O'Reilly, fan Cahill, Vincent
Costello, PI Downey, Eileen Glynn
and Tom Baker.



by Paddy O'Grady

NE OF THE BIGGEST

changes in Gort since

Guaire was last published

has been the re-location
of Gort Co-operative Livestock Mart
from the town centre to Ballybawn. The
huge changes that have taken place in
farming over the past forty years could
hardly be better reflected than
in the transition from the old
£20,000 (cost in 1962) to the
magnificent new €1-5 million
mart premises.

Nowadays in the property
world, the importance of loca-
tion 15 much emphasised. So
much so that the people in
that business sometimes make
a slogan from the word, saying,
"location, location, location”.

in the heart of Gort for thirty-
six years was the old mart, The
location was considered to
be the best available back in
1961—il had the then advan-
tage of being located beside
the railway station. The site
of aboul four acres for its first
home was purchased from the
late Robert Lahiffe for £2,200.

The official opening was performed
by the then president of the National
Farmers' Association Richard Deasy
in July 28" 1962 and a reception was
held in Glynn's Hotel. Richard E Taylor
of Adrahan was chairman; Martin
McGrath was vice-chairman and Martin
Brennan was secretary, There is just one

link between the management com-

mittee of 1962 and that of the present
day: John C Kelly (Ballindereen). Martin
O'Donnell (Athenry) was manager from
the start until his retirement in 1984.
The first cattle: sale was held on
Monday, September 17" 1962 and the
records show that ten-hundredweight

bullocks realised around £40 then.

The traditional street fairs continued
in Gort until 1967 when they finally
disappeared. So too did the opposition
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from local livestock dealers and some
of the town's business Interests in the
early years when the mart struggled to
become estahlished.

The mart went on to serve the region
of south Galway and north Clare well
for over three decades but. by 1993, it
had become evident that more madern

Four men who worked in the old mart
Left to right: Patrick Cahill, Larry Nolan, Jack Lynskey and Josie Curley

facilities would be needed to cater for
the future needs of the farmers. Lack of
parking spaces for vehicles and traffic
congestion had also assumed greater
importance in a town centre location,

The management committee decided
that re-location was the best option
and purchased a site of twenty acres
at Ballybawn. Planning permission was
sought and an application was made for
FEOGA grant aid, This was a slow process
and took over two years, The building
contract was signed with Michael Lynch
& Co Contractors, Ennis in November
1997 and work commenced shortly af-
terwards. Funding came from the reoga
grant of £525,000, the sale of the old
mart premises realised £410,000, ad-
ditional share capital raised of £95,000
and the balance was made up through
a bank loan.

The first sale was held on Friday, July
17" 1998, when the committee and
many of the shareholders celebrated the
culmination of their work and financial
contributions. The official opening, by
Minister for Agriculture Joe Walsh on
Monday, February 8" 1999, was a gala
occasion.

It was another day of celebration for
the hundreds of shareholders who at-
tended the event. The minister congrat-
ulated the committee on its “foresight
and confidence in bullding the most
modern mart premises in the country.”

Four years on, sales at the mart have
continued to be very successtul, with
the weanling sale on Thursday nights
one of the top such sales in the country.
The mart was hit on the double in 2001
with' the lliness and much lamented
death of the then manager Patsy Kerrins
and the closure of the auction sales for
almost four months due to the foot-and-
mouth disease outbreak. On a personal
note, this writer would like to take this
opportunity to thank all who assisted
him with the responsibility he accepted
in the operation of the mart from March
2001 to August 2002,

IKE ALL TOWNS |IN |RELAND,

Gort has its fair share of public

houses and, while the number

of licenced premises at present
is quite adequate to cater for the needs
of the people, they were far more nu-
merous in days gone by. A feature of
the pub trade in Gort is the surprising
number of businesses that have changed
hands over the years and also the many
that have closed,

Over the years Keane's, Coen's,
Water's, Carr's in the Square, Spelman's
of Crowe Street, Coen's and Glynn's
Hotel in Bridge Street, Kelly's and
Cusack’s of Georges Street and Fahy's in
Church Street have all closed while most
of the others have changed ownership.
Of the many pubs in the town only four
are at present run by members of the
family that owned them fifty years ago.

The most recent addition to the above
list of closures is Lambert's of Gearges
Street. Lambert's had been run by Tom
for the past fifty years and, prior to that,
by his father and mother. The busi-
ness was established in the early years
af the last century by John Lambert,
Tom's father. He was an avid cas man
and was much involved with local and
county hurllng teams. He played a con-
siderable role in the preparation of the
1923 Galway all-Ireland winning team,
a team trained by Gort man Jack Berry
and which included Gort men Bernie
Gibbs, Ned Gllmartin and Jim Marris.
He had always a great admiration for the
skills of Kerry footballers and the craft
of Kilkenny hurlers. Indeed, a regular
visitor to Lamberts in its early days was
lohn Joe Sheehy, one of Kerry's greatest-
ever footballers.

Tom himself had more than a passing
interest In sport all his life, With Tadgh
Kelly and Cyril Piggott he played on
one of the greatest half back lines ever
to represent Gort. He played golf to a
handicap of six (ask Christy junior how
good he was) and was twice captain of
the golf club and also president. He was

anonymous

arguably the best billlard player ever in
Gort and played badminton to a very
high standard.

No wonder then that Lambert's has
always been a meeting place for those
interested in spart. A poster hanging in
the bar proclaims the pub as being 'the
official ‘headquarters of golfers, bowl-
ers, fishermen and all other fibbers'. But
there were no fibbers—only self de-
luding experts; experts on every sport
particularly hurling, horse racing, rugby
and soccer. Other less important topics
such as politics, education and religion
also got an occasional airing but only
when the important happenings in the
sporting world had been fully exhausted,
and all the time, with a watchful eye and
attentive ear, Tom ensured that debate
never became too heated and that noth-
ing was said or suggested that would
spoil the night for anyone.

Lambert's had an atmosphere of its
own, Some regarded it as more of a
club than a public house, but whatever
its appeal it attracted patrons from
all corners of the parish and further a
field. It was frequented by saints and
sinners, priests and politicians, rich
and poor. Occasionally debate and

discussion were put aside and other
forms of entertainment were on of-
fer. Card games during winter, poetry
competitions during festival times with
offerings from Willie Quinn, Mark
Scully, Larry Roche, Sean Leahy and
Jack Shaughnessy, all now sadly gone
and, of course, musical evenings usu-
ally brought to a close with an apt ren-
dering of The Boys of Barr an Sraide
or Tom's own favourite The West's
Awake,

But time inevitably takes its toll and
many of the characters who helped
make Lambert's what It was have
gone, people like J J Larry, Garret and
Dick, Bob, Vincent and Albert, Tom
'‘Watt' and Jimmy Joe, Christy and
Jimmy and Johnny, men from whom
we learned that the locality thrived
on all fronts before we arrived on the
scene and that possibly their genera-
tion had a certain edge on ours,

And so 'the office’, as one customer
called it, is now closed and all that
Tom's former customers can do now is
to wish him a long and happy retire-
ment and to suggest to him that, like
many a retired boxer, a successful re-
turn s always possible,

Tom enjoys a chat with two of his customers, Sedn Devlin and Vincent Moloney
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The revival St Palri
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HE 5T PATRICK'S DAY PARADE

was revived in Gort in March

2000 after a lapse of twenty-five

years. It was the brainchild of
Francis Linnane who initially wanted to
host a threshing display in the town in
honour of the millennium. He is the first
and current newly-elected president of
the parade committee. Francis rallied
round other members of the vintage
club and the idea gained momentum.
They, together with a number of people
who attended a public meeting, formed
an organising committee

This committee, under the guidance
of Padraic Giblin (chairman), Anne
Linnane (secretary) and Carmel Adams
(treasurer) with Marion Fahey and Mike
Finn (PrOS) set about organising the first
St Patrick's day parade in Gort in over a
quarter of a century,

From the outset, it was obvious from
the help, support and enthusiasm of the
people in the town that the revival of
the parade was very desirable. Local
businesses helped with sponsorship,
and on the seventeenth of March there
was a large display of vintage cars, trac-
tors, floats from businesses, clubs and
walking groups. Individuals and the
local schools were also represented.
There was face painting and sweets for
the children, music and dancing for the
adults and Francis did his threshing in
the Square. A very enjoyable day was
had by all

With one successful parade under
their belts the parade was now firmly
established in the calendar of events in
the town so plans were put in place for
the next year.

We decided it would be appropriate
to elect a grand marshall to lead our
parade. A fundraising competition was
launched. Each public house/business
being Invited to nominate their grand
marshall. Michael Roughan (senior)
waon the title to be the first grand mar-
shall to lead a parade in Gort.

Grand marshall for 2002 Séan Whyte and his wife Rosaleen

.42

4
4

o

*. 0
®
8
Py
£ ; ¥
*
3]

=

by Marion Fahey

Threshing display in the Square during
St Patrick's day parade

However, this was March 2001 and
the foot and mouth crisis was at its
height in the country and most public
sporting and musical events were post-
poned or cancelled at that time
to help keep the crisis at bay.
There were no parades held in
honaour of St Patrick anywhere
in lreland on March 17" 2001,
It is ironic thal parades were
held elsewhere throughout the
world on that date but not in St
Patricks homeland.

However the local committee
worked on In Gort and, eventu-
ally, the parade was staged on
Sunday May 20" 2001. We
made history as Gort was the
only venue outside Dublin to
hold a parade that year.

The grand marshall, Michael
Roughan, led the parade in a
horse-drawn carriage, followed
by the Tulla Pipe Band, the rca,
fire brigade and a huge number
of floats, vintage and walking

groups. Live music
was provided In the
Square and the kinder
weather  conditions,
along with the lifting
of the foot and mouth
restrictions, ensured a
carnival atmosphere
prevailed in the town
that day. People came
from far and near to
enjoy the floats and
the atmosphere and
the parade was a
good barometer to
indicate the relief felt
by the town and the
rural hinterland that
the foot and mouth
crisis  had  passed,
The whaole town was
decked out in green,
white and gold and
nabody seemed to
notice that this was
May 20", not March
17,

The help from the

fic restrictions and

also the large number

of local people who

act as stewards ensured the safety of all
concerned.

For two years running Rory O'Connors

bar, Georges Street have nominaled the

local gardai with traf-

S

St. Patricks Day

ARADE
Gort

successful grand marshall with Sean
Whyte emerging successful in 2002.
They have played a huge part in funding
the parade through sponsorship raised,
and the grand marshall competition has
proved to be very successful. Mike Finn
also served as chairman for two years
running.

Business people and the people of
Gort and district are very supportive of
the parade

The introduction of the 'best dressed
window," which is sponsored by the
Gort Credit Union, ensures everyone
makes a good effort to decorale their
premises and this adds to the enjoyment
of the day.

This is an event which is eagerly
awaited by young and old each year and
we hope the parade will continue for
many years to come. It is a credit to the
hard-working committee, the stewards,
the marshals, the participants and the
spectators who give so willingly and so
freely of their time to make this such a
successful event on this scale.

An average of fifty groups now par-
ticipate in our parade, making it one of
the largest St Patrick's day parades for a
town of our size. It is a great opportu-
nity for businesses and clubs to promote
their goods and services. it is a chance
for the community to come together
and work together and lastly it is always
a great day out for all concerned.

Dochas linn Naomh Pddraig.
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OHN MONTAGUE IN HIS POEM

Like  Dolmens  Round My

Childhaod..; recalls the old peo-

ple who were his neighbors when
growing up in County Tyrone. Growing
up in Crowe Street |, too, had my child-
hood dolmens.

Jim Kempsey lived in a thatched house
with a wonderful plot. | can still see him
repairing the walls in Lallys fields on
the road to Kinincha. He had a great
four poster canopy bed and, when his
thatched roof fell in, he was brought to
the county home in Loughrea. | felt very
sad for him and his cat. | was about five
years old.

Patsy Martin lived in the old Revenue
Barracks (now part of the car park for
Sullivan's Hotel), There were two other
houses in ruins and an old shed owned
by the county council had a horse-

drawn fire engine. We played there time
and time again. Mrs Buckley brought
Patsy his dinner every day. Occasionally
they fell out over the menu.

Nonie Fox was an elderly spinster wha
divided her day between the church and
her house. She suffered from St Vitus'
Dance, a nervous disorder with uncon-
trollable movements of her body and
face. | was scared of her for that rea-
son. From time to'time she came to our
house so thal my father could fold The
Connaught Tribune and send it to her
brother in New Yark. Probably his pe-
riodic remittance kept her going. | don'l
know that there were old age pensions
at the time.

My grand Uncle Mickey Coyne
(Sharp) lived where Bryan Honan now
lives. He was the last of a family of shoe-
makers. | recall him as a bit of a dandy,

by Fr Colm Cooke

with the pocket watch, a fob chain, his
two-toned shoes, very well trimmed
with purple handkerchief In his breast
pocket on his Saturday trip across to
Spelman's pub.

We loved going o Spelman's gracery,
especially if Mr Spelman (Nuala's father)
was there. Whatever message we were
to get, big or small, he would give us
sweets from the big jar. He'd offer the
Jar to you, being polite you took one,
then he'd put his hand in and give you
a fist full. Spelman's yard became a hive
of activity when the malting barley was
harvested, Horse and carts and lorries
brought in the newly threshed corn
as Spelmans had the Guinness agency.
Many locals were employed for the sea-
son. Bartley Connolly was a great man
to handle the heavy jute bags of carn.
When in fifth and sixth class | often

| fitted kitchens, solid and laminated

1. Bort. County Galway

E=in bedroom and living room units
fitted furniture name to order for office, shop and hotel

me 0591 63 14 B9 « Facsimie 091 63 14 @9

MINS FURNITURE (MANUFACTURING) LIMITI

GILMARTIN’S PHARMACY LTD

Robert G Coen, Bsc (PHARM) LpsI

Bridge Street, Gort, County Galway
Euh Phone 091 63 12 36 » Fax 091 63 24 04 * c-mail rcoen@iol.ie

T wishing Guaire continued success

a

helped after school by taking in vari-
ous barley samples to Nuala or Jack to
check the moisture content. Before the
threshing, boxes of provisions and bot-
tled stout were sent out to the different
farmers; | often helped to pack them.

During the summer we made tents
from old barley sacks on the bank of
the river near the swimming hole. There
were some dangerous drains in the bog
and one summer a cow had to be res-
cued fram drowning, | think it belonged

Hynes' Mill, where we played as children

My Aunt Mai lived next door to us
and my sister and brothers adored her
husband, John O'Connor, He was a
wonderful carpenter and did work in
local banks and churches, Dromoland
Castle and Ballylee Tower. He was spe-
cial to us because of his storytelling and
he and my aunt were always good for a
penny or two which were spent immedi-
ately in Gillanes shop, which was kept by
Annie and Mal,

As young children we kept to our own
side of the town. We did not go above
the water bridge at the convent. Was
this an unconscious recognition that the
other side of the bridge had originally
belonged to Beagh parish? Our roving
areas were Kinincha and the old Military
Barracks (then unroofed). Once on the
island, you climbed over the great big
wall and dropped down to the welr at
Hynes Mill. One crossed the weir on
a very narrow iron girder. We made
a raft of old railway sleepers which in
our imagination rivaled an ocean liner,
Playmates at that time were Richard and
Alan Coll. Their father Mick was a de-
lective. He was said to be related to the
County Limerick family that had reared
young Eamon de Valera. Later the Colls
transferred to Valencia Island.

to the Leeches of Kinvarra. Most of the
men in the street helped There were a
variety of plants, a wild orchid that we
called crow’s toe, which is now pro-
tected, wild woodbine (honeysuckle)
and flagers (wild iris) on the river bank,
In springtime Lally's fields In Kinincha
(from Justin Sadlier's to Mim Moloney's)
were teeming with young lambs and
Paddy Lally always welcomed any of us
who wanted to go with him. One could
help putting feed out on troughs for the
ewes and there was always an orphan
section where the lambs who were re-
jected had to be bottle fed.

From Sylvers (now Maloneys) you
could take a right and walk down to the
river passing Carty's house (now gone)
which had lines of daffodils outside.
Then you came to the river with Star
Hoban's house to the left. There was a
spring well by the river and a foot bridge
which led across to an old mill. A path
led through the fields to Barrnagaoithe,
which brought you onto the Loughrea
road at Faheys cross,

Once | learned to cycle a wider world
opened up, Coole, Ballynamantan and
Kilmacduagh where Shawe-Taylor's
tomb had a special attraction for all
youngsters. One put stones up against

the mausoleum, peered in through the
narrow window and saw the encrusted
lead coffin. The white 'blobs’ from the
ceiling were his mortal sins, according
to the tradition. | think it was David
Curley who first showed me the tomb.
On a recent visit to Kilmacdaugh |
saw youngsters having a look into the
tomb. Arother macabre attraction was
the Burke tomb in the old cemetery
Kilbeacanty, where there was a skull
with teeth.

The ConnaughtTribune was eagerly
awaited on Thursday especially for the
local news. Willy Quinn edited, wrote
and published the South Galway Star {In
America we would call him a renaissance
man, one who turned his hands to many
things). | remember at a fancy dress my
Aunt Maj O'Connor decked me out in,
whal | thought was a ridiculous outfit, as
Uncle Pat's corner, a column which fre-
quently had a subscript to be decoded. |
doubt if | was ever so embarrassed in my
life. If | remember correctly, Marion and
John Nelly won the competition with
music, music, music. | had forgotten all
of this until a few years ago, when Eileen
Kilroy showed me an old photograph of
that competition. | hope that there is no
other copy around.

My own family were Irish Press people,
but we bought the Independent during
the Galway races, My mother and aunt
poured over Curley Wee to find tips for
the races. The first horse | can recall
backing and winning was Kathleen the
Second. The races were the height of
the season and | especially remember
the Duffy sisters (Mai Counihan, Breege
Piggot and Kitty Devereux) being driven
off by Johnny Counihan. His running
commentary was frequently colorful.

Paddy Kavanagh In his poem Fpic
wonders which is themore important:
the fight between his County Cavan
neighbours over ‘half a rood of rock'
or the emerging crisis in the 1930s over
Germany,

“I inclined,

To lose my faith in Ballyrush and
Gortin.

Till Homer's ghost came whispering to
my mind.

He said: | made the lliad fram such,

A local row. Gods make their own im-
portance.”

| tend to agree with Kavanagh.
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by Gerardine Killeen

MONG THE CHANGES TO TAKE
place in Gort in the years
since last Guaire was pub-
lished is the growth in the

number of International residents liv-
ing and working in and around the
town, There have always been a small
number of British and Europeans but
the economic growth in recent years
has brought a significant Intemational
influx, adding Chinese, Lithuanians and
Russians to the nationalities in our area.
But perhaps most extraordinary of all
our visitors are the Brazilians.

Why would Brazilians leave behind
the sunshine and samba for a small town
in Ireland? What is it like for them here?
These were the questions | started to
ask myself when the Brazilian flag was
added to the sea of green during last
summer's world cup. They are among
the questions | put to Regina Rezende
a couple of months ago, having decided
to end my ignorance and find out more
aboul the Brazilians in our community.

| started my fact-finding mission with
Regina by asking her about herself. |
already knew that she works at Duffy
Meals and that she is one of about eighty
Brazilians working there. She filled in
the rest by telling me that since she has
good English, she became a franslator at
Duffy's (they employ a translator be-
cause most Brazilians have little English).
Her uncle was among the original group
of Brazilians to come to Gortin 2000. It
was through her uncle that Regina her-
self came to Gort in April 2001 and she
subsequently met her current boyfriend,
Francislis, who also works at Duffy's.
Regina comes from Brasilia, the capital
of Brazil, where she was a dentist. The
vast majority of Gort's Brazilian popu-
lation, however, come from the much
smaller city of Anapolis, which Is about
100km from Brasilia. | was intrigued at
her leaving her profession even for a
while but she seems reconciled to It as a
necessary step for her. | was equally in-
trigued by how city dwellers—Anapolis

has five times the population of Galway,
while Brasilia's population is about two
million—were finding small town life,
Regina says town size hasn't played as
big a part in adapting to life here as the
weather has, particularly the lack of sun-
shine. In fact, besides the natural hame-
sickness inherent In living and working in
another country, the prime drawback of
living here is our weather for the major-
ity of our south American visitors.

And visitors they are. Brazilians ob-
tain working visas dependent on job
avalilability, so they view being here as
temporary. They came as economic
migrants (initially through an agent in
Anapolis) to earn money in order to
secure their futures back home, not
unlike thousands of Irish have done
down the years. In most cases, includ-
ing Regina's; the aim is to put enough
money together to be able to buy a
house In Brazil. Here, where the weekly
industrial wage exceeds that earnable
in a month In Brazll, it's possible with
hard saving to make the price of a house
{30,000 real) in a few years because the
rate of exchange between the Brazilian
currency (the real) and the euro is nearly
four-to-one.

As a former emigrant myself | could
readily identify with the fact that home-
sickness is the worst part of being here
for Regina and her compatriots, the
more so because of the language bar-
rier and cultural differences. | could see
why some have brought their wives
and children here to be with them and
why they are so regularly to be seen at
public phones, calling home. [ mean, in
any large city in the world, you'll find
Guinness, an Irish bar, a whiff of home
no matter how contrived but, for the
Brazilians in Ireland, there is no such
easy access to reminders of Brazil.

So | was keen to hear about their
sources of news from home and found
that the only papers and magazines in
Portuguese are those sent from home,
which must be a trial for anyone waiting

on sports results. | was curious about
what differences there are between Irish
and Brazilian fashions and it came as
nao great surprise to hear that our cloth-
ing is less colourful than they are used
to. How was our food? Well, rice and
beans, the staples of Brazilian diet, are
not quite the same here (and can't we
potato connoisseurs sympathise with
that?) but Regina’s personal favourite is
our lamb which she particularly enjoys.

So what of entertainment? So much
about Brazilian socialising is in the open
air and that means our climate has had
a major impact. Generally, like so many
Gortonians, they go out for a beer
and, since disca is the same the world
over, nightclubbing is popular. They
regularly get together In each others
homes to share news, often inviting
Brazilians from around the country
(Ennis, Loughrea, Cork, Kilbeggin) to
parties and celebrations. There is also
the occasional mass in Portuguese, ar-
ranged by Louise Duffy, which is a wel-
come touch of home. | was going to ask
what they thought of our Tv but didn't
when | remembered the language issue
and found myself imagining how much
television | would watch if | was working
in Brazil,

Regina was patient with even my
cheekiest questions and | am really
grateful to her for talking to me. The
conversation was an eye-opener in
many ways but, above all, it reinforced
the fact that all cultures are the same in
one respect: no matter where we come
from, there is no place like home.

a6

HE FOUNDERS @QF THE GORT

basketball club, Canon Christy

Walsh rip and Tom Muldeon rip,

would be very proud of the little
club they established back in the early
sixties. Never in the history of Gort bas-
ketball has the game flourished in the
area as it has in recent times.

Gort Community School compete in
both the boys' and girls' school leagues
at B level, the second highest grade
played. [l has long been the ambition of
the team manager, Gerry Riordan, and
the coaches, Frankie O'Dwyer, Fr Barry
Horan and myself, to win an all-lreland
title. Gradually the players are making
moves in thal direction, Last year the
second year girls' team were beaten in
the all-Ireland final while the under-19
boys and under-16 girls won all-lreland
bronze medals.

This year the under-19 boys retained
their western region title by defeat-
ing Calasanctius College, Oranmore,
Captained by Kieran Diviney, the team
waorked very hard to qualify for the all-
Ireland final but unfortunately this was
not their year, The under-19 girls were
beaten by three points by Presentation
College, Athenry In a replay of the west-
ern regional final despite the best ef-
forts of Siobhan Hennelly, Celine Walsh,
Lorna Ruane, Caitricna O'Donnell and
the team.

At this stage of the season the first
and second year boys' teams have al-
ready qualified for their regional finals,
while the girls' competition will com-
mence shortly. I'm hopetul that the sec-
ond year girls' team will do very well this
season, even if | do seem to get it wrong
a lot these days.

by Pat Bourke

On the club front, six under-age
boys and girls teams, the under-11s,
under-13s and under-15s, compete in
the Galway leagues. Thanrks to the help
and co-operation of Paul Q'Halloran in
the community centre and the work of
Frankie O'Dwyer and hjs team, approxi-
mately 150 young pecple play basket-
ball every week. Our senior men's team
compete In the Galway league and cup
competitions. while our senior women's
team competes in the Galway cup.

I recently attended an under-11 boys'
game in the Community Centre be-
tween Gort and Oranmore. Two parents
from Gort were in attendance, fifteen
from Orannore. In the interests of our
young stars of the future it is necessary
to restructure the club to support them
and develop their skills so that they will
be able to compete at the highest level.

With that in mind, a

g - ;'_l

Gort basketball team

meeting for parents
and anyone else inter-
ested will be held in the
near future. The more
people who are willing
to get involved, the
greater the opportuni-
ties, so please come
dlong when the time
comes,

Back, left to right: Colin Burke, John Killeen, Sean Burke, Pat Burke and Conor Burke
Front, left to right: Raymond Piggot, John Burke, John O'Donnell and Bryan Brennan
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ouTH Gatway ATHLETIC CLus

was one of the most vibrant

and most successful clubs In the

county in its day with its athletes
competing at County, Regional, All-
Ireland and even at International level
But alas the club is now going through a
lean period because there is no one pre-
pared to getinvolved in keeping the club
going, which s a great pity. Anyone who
has been involved in the club over the
years would admit to having got great
satisfaction from Invalving the youth in
the various athletic activities and watch-
ing their steady progress through the
different age groups. There were many
many happy memaories for all who were
involved.

There were many pleasurable trips
to places like Claremorris, Roscommon,
Lanesboro, Manorhamilton, Dublin,
Tullamore, Dangan, Carlow, Cork and
Waterford and returning to Gort laden

with spoils. On some of those trips we
joined up with other clubs on the same
bus, competed against one another on
the track and celebrated together on the
way home with a mineral and a bag of
chips!

There were the training sessions over
in 'the field' in the evenings and all you
would hear in the distance was 'on your
marks, set, go'. Athletes came from all
over south Galway to this famous venue
to train for forthcoming competitions.
But it wasn't always serious stuff. When
limbs got tired the young folk indulged
in other games until energy levels were
once again renewed. It was very reward-
ing to see the athletes achieve full fitness
and being able to compete competitively
in their particular athletic events.

Then there was the annual south
Galway sports which was one of the
main sporting events in the south
Galway area when all of twenty primary

All-treland gold medal winners representing South Galway ac in 1994
Left to right: Darren Fahy, Evan Kilroy, Karl Casey, Robert Kilroy and Brian Mullins
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by Dan Casey

schools came together in St Colmans
Park to do battle for the Buck Rogers
cup. It was a great occasion with the
young athletes giving of their best and
the large crowds cheering them on and
even if they didn't win there was always
the consolation prize of a bag of crisps
which was better than any trophy. The
presentation of trophies and the cup to
the winning school was always a joyous
occasion with much celebration.

The annual end-of-year dance was al-
ways an event to look forward to when
the athletes and their parents came to-
gether to celebrate the successes of the
year past with good music, lots of food,
prizes galore and plenty of chat, nights
which were enjoyed by all.

There were so many people, too nu-
merous to mention who gave so much
time to the club down through the
years and got so much satisfaction in
return. The many athletes who passed
through the club over
the years since it was
founded in 1975 were
always a credit to the
club no matter where
they travelled to and
even if they didn't win
medals they made lots
of friends and were
the better for the ex-
perience,

Sauth Galway
Athletic Club  has
had much to offer
to the youth of the
area down through
the years, there is no
reason why this could
not still be the case.
The talent is there in
abundance, all that is
needed is a few peo-
ple who would give
some of their time and
make it the successful
club It once was.

P Faln

ERRY P FAHEY WAS A VERY

passionate student, both as

an academic and as an ath-

lete. His performances had to
be perfect. He had a dedicated respect
for his peers and an equal regard for the
well-being of his colleagues and oppo-
nents alike.

He was exemplary in his performance
and the only occasions his opponents
felt the hurt was when his performances
ground them to defeat.

He was on victorious winning county
championship club (Gort) teams in 1971
{under-15) 1972 (under-16) and 1974
(minor) at which stage he hit the county
limelight when selected on the county
minor hurling and football panels.

He also won a Connaught colleges’
medal with Our Lady's, Gort in 1974.

He won a freshers' medal with ucg iy
1975-76 and a Fitzibbon cup medal with
bea in 1977 when he played alongside
Niall Mclnerney, Joe Connolly, Conor
Hayes and Pat Fluery (Offaly).

In his under-21 era he played for
Galway and was recognised as the out-
standing player when being presented
with the Liam Shields trophy (County
Galway).

He played in the Gort half-back line
with Pearse Piggott and Slyvie Linnane
when they lost narrowly to Kinvara in
the county senior semi-final. Castlegar
won the championship that year.

In January 1980 he played In a game
against Limerick in senior hurling and
received a serious injury in respect of
which he was hospitalised. He tried to
make a return but the injury had taken
its toll.

He did not forget his roots and was
involved with county management
in Limerick until his untimely
death,

One of his former manag-
ers, Frank Lally, described
him as ‘a real athlete who
was & gifted reader of
the game.'

His gaelic football
exploits won him a
number of South gal-
way junior football
medals with Gort.

Other managers
found him to be a
great motivator who
could raise the spir-
its and bring success
when others felt all
was lost. He had a cun-
ning and deceptive style
which lefl his opponents
behind.

May he find perfect
peace and happiness with his
maker

Ar deis Dé go ralbh a anam dilfs.

gy—a trbuke

We extend our deepest sympathy to
his wife Liz, his children Brian, Eibhlin,
shane and Deirdre, his brother Dr
Rodetick Fahey, Portumna and his sister
Dr Darina Fahey, Galway city.

LONDIS

* supermarket * off-licence * newsagents *

a friendly welcome everytime

Bridge Street, Gort, County Galway * tf:lr:'.phunt' 091 63 15 67




T CoLmans GaELIc FooTaall

Club (Gort-Beagh-Kilbeacanty)

was founded in January 1295, it

was decided to enter a junior A
team in the Galway west board league
and championship. A huge interest was
generated throughout the area and
a squad assembled in early February
in preparation for the club's first ever
league campaign. On April 9" 1995 the
team travelled to Lettermore to play our
very first league match. The opposition
was provided by MNa Piarsaigh (Rosmuc)
and despite losing on a 2-4 to 1-13
scoreling, it was a significant day for the
newly-farmed club.

A strong panel was assembled over
the following seasons under the guid-
ance of team manager Pat Crowe. The
1997 championship campaign proved to
be a breakthrough year for St Colmans,

an historic first title was captured when
we defeated Bearna in a well attended
junior C west board final in Claregalway
in the summer of that year. This sparked
off great celebrations in south Galway
and even greater joy was to follow when
a highly fancied Cortoon Shamrocks side
were defeated in the county final. It was
through great dedication and the huge
effort of trainer/player John Connors
that helped us to our first major win.

1998 was also to prove a most re-
warding year for 5t Colmans. Allied to
Galway's recapture of the all-jreland
football final and the subsequent visit of
the Sam Maguire cup to Gort was our
victory over Carna-Cashel in the junior
B west board cup final.

Tom McNicholas from Ballygar was
now at the helm and despite the best
efforts of all concerned the side went

by Liam Neolan

down narrowly to Loughrea in the
county semi-final.

In recent years, it has been at un-
der-age leve| that the club has enjoyed
most success. Under-12 county titles
were captured in 1999 and 2001. These
achievements were largely due to the
hard work and guidance of coach Kevin
Roche. Further reward was to follow In
the shape of an under-14 county title in
2001 and a league crown last year,

St Colmans wishes to thank all who
have contributed to our club and a
special note of gratitude to our main
sponsors Sean and Ann Marie Kelly of
Kilroy's bar, Gort, who have been most
accommodating and helpful over the
years,

New members are welcome to join
our club and information can be ob-
tained from the Gort-on-line website.

Treasures

a gift for all occasions
Jewellery, giftware

and now stocking

the latest in knitwear and linen

Bridge Street, Gort
091 65 15 57

ﬁw gz&a&ty drink in

quaint surroundings
you're always welcome at

Mike & Tina
Hennelly’s

George’s Street, Gort
soup and sandwiches fresh daily

telephone 091 63 14 39

5 A RESULT OF THE LAUNCH OF THE

World Special Olympics host

town programme far Galway

at the Greal Southern Hotel
a group of people got together in The
Lady Gregory Hotel in September 2001
and decided to make application on be-
half of Gort to act as a host town to a
visiting team for the forthcoming World
Special Olympics to be held In Ireland in
June 2003, The following officers were
elected at the meeting: chalrperson,
Michael Cunningham; secretary, Maura
Leonard; treasurer, Tom Naughton: Fro,
Dan Casey and vice-chairman, Mike
Finn.

A delegation travelled to the ros,
Dublin in October where it was an-
nounced that Gort was to be one of the
160 successful host towns and were to
host a team from Yugoslavia.

At a follow up meeting held in The
Lady Gregory Hotel Kitty Tierney,

Special Olympics athletes representing Orchard Centre, Gort at the national finals in 2002.
Left to right: Joe Daly, Helen O'Reilly, Frankie Hynes, Philomena Linnane, Marty Fitzgerald,

regional representative for Special
Olympics, outlined the various tasks
which had to be undertaken in order
to make the host town programme a
success. The following committee was
elected al that meeting to carry out the
various roles: volunteer/entertainment
co-ordinators, Tom Baker and Colie
Roche; accommodation/medical co-
ordinators, Jimmy Regan and Colman
Counihan, transport  co-ordinator,
Eamon Broderick: fundraising/sports
co-ordinators, Mike Finn and Maossy
Clabby; torch run co-ordinator, Dan
Casey and education/exhibition co-or-
dinators, Jane Regan and Marion Fahy

It was also decided to hold a number
of fundraising events during 2002 to
cover expenses incurred by the wvisit-
ing team during their four days stay in
Gort prior to travelling on to Dublin to
compete in the games. It will be the re-
sponsibilities of the host town to provide

Michael McGuane, Pat O’Boyle and Patrick Becker.

——

by Dan Casey
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sparts facilities, accommodation, trans-
port, security, medical attention and
entertainment during their stay.

A number of fundraising events took
place during the year Bank of Ireland
undertook to collect old coins from the
public which were forwarded to the
Special Olympics. A church gate collec-
tion was held at all churches throughout
south Galway. A very successful golf
classic was also held at Gort Golf Club.
Generous donations were also received
from Gort Boxing Club, Gort parade
committee, Killeeneen ns and Lough
Cutra Est. Gort host town committee
would like to thank each and everyone
who contributed in any way towards the
host fund, it is very much appreciated.

Information packs on  Special
QOlympics have been forwarded to all
schools in Gort and surrounding areas
and members of the host town com-
mittee will also be calling to schools in
the near future with a
view to organising an
art competition which
will have a Special

Olympics theme.
Paintings will be dis-
played locally.

The committee have
how been Informed
that  the  Special
Olympics torch run
will be passing through
Gort and will be stop-
ping off at The Square
on Tuesday 17" lune
where they will be
welcomed. There will
be guest speakers and
entertainment will also
be provided. Local
schools, clubs organi-
sations and as many
people as possible are
encouraged to par-
ticipate in the torch run
ceremony and make it
a day to remember.

s
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of St Colmmamns Park

by Brian Brennan
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public meeting was held

in the Town Hall for the

purpose of the purchase
and development of ten acres of land at
Ballyhugh, Gorl. The invitation extended
to the people of Gort. From this meeting
a committee was set up and it was iden-
tified as the St Colmans Park Purchasing
and Development Committee, Gort. The
officers elected were the parish priest of
Gort, Rt Rev Monsignor Joseph Dean
Cassidy, president; Thomas Lambert,
Georges' Street, Gort, chairman and J
P Morrissey, manager, National Bank,
Gort, treasurer, C | Foley, J C Murphy, A
1 O'Flynn, P Broderick, G Keane, | Kelly,
D O'Brien, P G Heenan, J Spelman, J
Keane and ) Gallagher made up the
committee.

The committee decided to borrow
£2,000 from the people of Gort in units
of £5-00 and 500 copies of the minutes
of the event were handed out. £1,360
was collected from individuals and com-
panies and this cauld be redeemned with
2:5% simple interesl. It was proposed,
when funds became available, to pay
back all subscriptions,

The transfer of the property took
place by indenture dated 30™ April 1948
and registered with the above named
as trustees in registry of deeds on 9"
October 1952. Roberl Lahiffe was also
included in the list of trustees, bringing
the total to sixteen,

There was a field commilttee and Gort
and South Galway Agricultural Show

James O'Connor, auctioneer and valuer,

conducting an auction at 5t Colmans Park in 1937.

Photograph by Kevin Maoloney

Society at the end of May 1950.
The show soclety and the field
committee, many of the mem-
bers of which were on both
committees, met but concrete
praposals regarding the build-
ing of a stand in the park were
not agreed upon. This stand
was to serve as show commit-
tee rooms for show days.

The show society considered County athletic championships 1983, held at 5t
leasing the park but in the end Colmans Park. Colin Casey winning the sprint from

purchased adjacent lands.

On 29" March 1952 the show society
in conjunction with the park commit-
tee arranged for the holding of the first
Guaire cup tournament on the following
Easter Sunday.

At this time also the local caa club
agreed to pay an annual rent of £10:00
for the playing pitch, later reduced to
£9-00 per annum.

Many of the trustees passed to their
eternal reward in the intervening years
and the only surviving trustee, Thomas
Lambert, Georges' Street initiated a
public meeting of the people of Gort
on 25" April 2001 It was agreed to get
counsel's advice regarding governing
regulations and conditions.

In consequence of advice obtained
Mr Lamberl appointed six additional
trustees and an inaugural meeting took
place on 15" October 2001 and the fol-
lowing were elected: Thomas Lambert,
president; Brian Brennan, chairman;
Gerry Shechan, secretary; Sean Mullins,
honorary treasurer and Colman Keane,
Gerry O'Donoghue and Noel
Nestor, executive members.

The legal obligations of the
trustees are enshrined in in-
denture dated 30" April 1948
and registered with the regis-
try of deeds dated 9" October
1952.

Amongst the trustees obli-
gations in relation to the park
are (a) "to hold the same unto
and to the use of the trustees

his brother David.

their heirs and assigns as joint tenants in
fee simple, In trust for the residents of
the town of Gort upon trust;” (b) “to
hold the here ditaments here in before
conveyed as a sports ground for the
conducting and promoting of athletic
sports games and other matches etc;”
(c) “the trustees, in addition of the pow-
ers specifically conferred upon them,
shall have power to control and manage
St Colman's Park and all such adminis-
trative powers as may be necessary for
properly carrying out the objects of the
Trust declared by these presents,” (d)
“the trustees shall have the sole author-
ity for the interpretation of the rules and
the decision of the trustees, shall be
final and binding etc.”

The current trustees embarked upon
the payment of outstanding debt, the
activation of public liability insurance
to protect their operating Interests as
trustees.

Plans are in place to redress some
urgent needs and the policy of the com-
mittee now is the imposition on all par-
ticipating sporting activity the obligation
to possess and produce evidence of their
own injury and public liability insurance
indemnifying the trustees.

Committees will be set up shortly
incorporating representation from all
sporting organisations with an interest
in the facilities of the park.

Their terms of reference will be set out
by the trustees for the advancement of
the aims of the trust.

HE PRESEMT GorT Hurung CLus

was founded at the tum of the

twentieth century shortly after

the diocesan rearganisation, which
brought into existence the present parish
of Gort by amalgamating Kilmacduagh,
Kiltartan and portion of Gort fown and
surrounds, which then were included In
the parish of Beagh. This brought the
number of clubs in the new parish to
three, the others being Kilmacduagh and
Kiltartan. Gort adopled colours of blue
and white, while Kiltartan had a red strip
with white cuffs and Kilmacduagh wore
blue with gold cuffs and collars

The club has been in continuous exist-
ence since then and is the oldest sporting
club in the parish. That is however not
to say that the game of hurling was not
played in Gort prior to the early 1900s.
Seamus | King, in his History of Hurling
quotes an extract from the eighteenth-
century newspaper Pue's Occurences
describing & match played in Gort an 16"
Oclober 1759 between two teams repre-
senting Galway and Clare for a purse of
one hundred guineas.

John Gormally of Gort, who was secre-
tary of Galway county board in the early
part of the twentieth century, recarded
also that “The men of Gort went on
horseback to play the men of Offaly
in Athlone on 15" August 1854. The
team comprised of twenty-one players
and Gort won by two goals to one goal"
Likewise, the late Athair Padraic O Laoi,
in his annals of the GaA in Galway volume
one, makes repeated references to teams
and individuals from Gort, Kilmacduagh
and Kiltartan participating in champion-
ships, tournaments and athletic contests
held in the county from the 1880s on-
wards.

Michael Cusack, a founder member
of the caa in 1884, had been a teacher
in Lough Cutra School for some years
beforehand. In 1885 shortly after the
establishment of the caa Cusack invited
Dan Burke of Georges Street (grand-
father of Gerard Burke, presently trad-

il

ing in Georges Street) who was then
Gort captain to select a team from
south Galway to play north Tipperary.
The team which was drawn from
Kilmacduagh, Kilbeacanty, Peterswell,
Kiltartan, Included Edward (Ned) Treston
from Crowe Street, Thomas Keehan, The
Square and Michael McCarthy, Georges
Street. Indeed, prior o the game, which
was played on 16" February 1886 in
the fifteen acres in the Phoenix Park
Dublin, there was a discussion between
the captains of both teams as to the
size of the sliothar as the sliothars used
by both leams varied in size and weight
Arising from this, Ned Treston, who was
a saddler by trade, made a sliothar at
a saddlery near Dublin Castle and this
was used during the game. This sliothar
became the prototype for the modern
one used universally nowadays. For the
recard north Tipperary won by one goal
fo no score.

As the association strengthened
through the 1890 to the 1900s, so also
did the fortunes of Gort Hurling Club
and 1914 saw the club winning the sen-
ior county title for the first time. Beaten
in the 1915 final by Craughwell, Gort
regained the title again in 1916.

Members of those teams included
Jim and Joe Stanford, Pat, Michael and
John Hayes, Jack and Josie ‘Crab’ Fahey,
Eddie and Matt Nestor, Matt Halvey,
B 'Babby' and 5 Stack, Pat Cooke, Tom
Mack, Pat Roche, Jim Morris, Josie Kelly,
D Reyriolds, B Gibbs. P J Cooney, John
Quinn, John Spelman, Martin Farrell
and Colman Quinn. Many of these also
played with Galway county senior team,

The political upheavals from 1916
onwards pushed huring into the back-
ground and it was nat until the 1923 sen-
ior hurling all-treland final that the club
again came to the forefront when club
members limmy Morris, Ned Gilmartin
and Bernie Gibbs were on Galway's first
all-lreland winning team. The Galway
team were also trained by Jack Berry of

by Paddy Cooke

At local level, the establishment of
the south board in 1913, saw teams
from Gort, Kilmacduagh and Kiltartan
compete at different levels in both
south board and county champianships
with varying degrees of success. Indeed,
there are many stories concerning the
legion of matches by these teams with
south board teams from Ardrahan,
Kilbeacanty,  Beagh,  Ballindereen,
Kinvara, Clarinbridge. Kilchreest and
Craughwell, which were fought with
fierce intensity 'for the honour of the par-
ish' and which occasionally demanded a
visit to either Doctars Marlborough or
Fallon. Kilmacduagh in the 1920s had
a formidable team and won five South
junior titles between 1919 and and 1927
and beat Gort in the senior south final
of 1930. Gart recorded south senior title
victories in 1914, 1916, 1919, 1920 1922
1923, 1929 and 1931 and also won south
junior titles in 1924 and 1926. Kiltartan
won the south senior title in 1213 but
success eluded them until 1935 when,
they annexed the south junior title and
again did so in 1936.

Despite much effort and enthusiasm,
honours at county level were slow in
coming, but 1934 saw a welcome sen-
for county title coming again to Gort.
Members of that team induded Mick
Keating, Paddy Rock, Mattie Brennan,
Martin Hayes, Jack Hardiman, Pete
Howard, Stephen Carty, Paddy Icklam,
Colie Cooney, Jack Deely, Paddy and
Mick Linnane, Gerry Heenan, Joe Glynn,
Tom Vaughan Michael Cahill, Patrick
Q'Connor, Johnny Gillane and Tom
Staunton

In 1939 Galway won the all-Ireland
junior title for the first time and Gort
were represented on this team by Wally
O'Connor of Crowe St and Brendan
Moloney George's St.

The 1930s, '40s and 50s saw some
wonderful hurlers play for Gort but all
too often economic circumstances forced
many to emigrate. This affected teams at
all levels so honours at club level were

Gort,
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sparse for the effort put in. Despite this
however, players of outstanding qual-
ity continued to emerge. Josie Gallagher,
regarded by many countrywide as one of
the greatest hurlers never to win an all-
Ireland, together with brother Stephen,
Tadgh Kelly, Cyril Piggott, Tom Lambert,
Algie and Willie O'Connor, Bobby Dooley,
Jack MeNeill, Tomas ‘Putsch’ Howard,
Paddy ‘Pud’ Piggott, Micko and Jerome
O'Shaughnessy, Vincent Moloney Kevin
Burke, Joe Pete Hehir (current club presi-
dent), Joe Cooney, Jack O'Connor, Joe
Keane, Dick O'Connor and many oth-
ers continued ploughing Cort's cause
and while garnishing south senior titles
in 1942 and 1943 were unsuccessful at
county level. Gort did reach a county
senior final in 1948 but went down to
Castlegar.

In 1947, an all-Galway team repre-
senting Connaught won the Railway cup
for the first time beating Munster in the
final on the score 2-5 to 1-1. Josie and
Stephen Gallagher together with Tadgh
Kelly were on the winning team

In the 1950/51 National League final
Galway, having defeated Wexford in the
home final, travelled to New York and
beat a New York team In the final proper
on the score of 2-1 1 to 2-8 to win the
title for the first time. Gort had Josie
Gallagher and Tadgh Kelly on the Galway
team while Stephen Gallagher (Josie’s
brother) who had emigrated to the us in
1949 was on the New York team.

The 19505 saw new developments, a
major one of which was the establish-
ment of Our Ladys College in Gort
in 1956 under the presidency of Fr
Christopher Burke, who was an enthusi-
astic hurling follower and coach. Another
was the Introduction of the one club per
parish rule, which meant that the clubs
In the parish became integrated by the
early 1960s. About this time also the
colours green and gold were adopted as
club colours.

Gort club won the senior south board
championships in 1951, 1953, 1956,

1958, 1959 and 1961 and went on to
win the 1958 intermediate county title
and 1964 county junior and south board
fitles. Stalwarts in those teams included
Josie Gallagher, Tadgh Kelly, Paddy
Fahy, Ronnie Burke, Gerry and Padraic
Cahill, Tom Crehan, Cyril Piggott, Cyril
Glynn, Tommy Walsh, James Murray,
Sean Cooke, Eric O'Shaughnessy, Paddy
Kelly, Tom Nolan, Paddy Killeen, Flan
Considine, Con Randles, Paddy Mullins,
Evan Heenan, John Commins and loe
Gillane

Gort won the juvenlle south board
championships in 1953 with the minor
team also taking the south board title,
thus starting a seven year run which
saw the club win the south minor title
each year up to 1959. Success at county
level followed in 1857 when Gort minars
won the county championship for the
first time and again won in 1958 and
1959 becoming the first club to win the
county championship for three in a row,
Noel Mullins was captain in 1957, Sean
Devlin in 1958 and Joe Stanford in 1959,
other team members included Hubert
Courtney, John Quinn, Gerry Burke,
Ray Canning, Paddy Quinn, Paddy
Cooke, Jack Hayes, Gerry Loughnane, P
) Gillespie, Pat Coen, Billy McNeill, Marty
McGrath, Lal Forde, Michael Regan, Tom
Diskin, Brian Gilmartin, John Forde, Liam
Gillane, Joe Cunniffe, Murty Kelly, Martin
Roche, Anthony Gillespie, Christy Glynn,
Brian Neilan and Gus Kelly. Sean Devlin
also captained the Galway minor team in
1958 in the final against Limerick

With the successes at minor, inter-
mediate and junior county level, the
19605 looked promising but unfortu-
nately, having reaching the senior county
semi final in 1962 and going under to
Turloughmore and despite many spirited
displays, success eluded Gort at all levels
on the county stage apart from the 1964
junior title already referred to. At county
level Sean Devlin, James Murray, Gerry
Cahlll represented the club with Devlin
winning a Munster intermediate medal

in 1962 during Galway's sojourn in that
province.

The 1970s opened as the '60s had
closed, being so near and yet so far, with
defeats at county senior semi final stages
by Killimordaly in 1970 and Turloughmore
in 1972, 1973 saw a change of luck with
the club again taking the south board
senior title after a lapse of twelve years.
This was followed in 1974 when the mi-
nors won the county and south board ti-
tles and, with the emergence of younger
players such as G P Fahy, Sylvie Linnane,
John Nolan and Kevin Fahy, Gort reached
the final stages of the county senior
league in 1977/78 and 1978/79 and lost
out to Kinvara in the senior county semi
final of 1979.

The dissolution of the south board and
reorganisation of county structures in the
mid 1970s meant a refocusing at county
and club level. The growing impetus and
success at county level from the mid-"70s
onwards saw club players again coming
to the fore. The senior all-ireland tri-
umph in 1980 saw Sylvie Linnane win the
first of his three senior all-Ireland medals.
Gerry P Fahy had been a regular on the
Galway senior team in the '78/'79 league
campaign, but had sustained a serious
injury, which cut shart his career, while
Gerry Lmnnane had featured on the un-
der-21 team and Pearse Piggott, Derek
Fahy, Frank Shaw and Colie Roche played
with the minors.

At club level the early 19805 proved to
be one of the most successful eras. 1980
saw the club win the county under-21
championship for the first time, beating
Meelick/Eyrecourt at Tynagh. This gave
a tremendous boost to club confidence
at all levels and set the stage for 1981
when the club, captained by Sylvie
Linnane, went on to beat Kiltormer in the
county final and win the senior county
title for the fourth time, thus closing a
forty-seven year gap since the last senior
title, To add to supporters’ oy, the un-
der-21 team went on to retain the title,
which they had won the previous year,
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again in 1981. In March 1982 the senior
team beat Toureen in the Connacht final
and went on to beat St Gabriels London
in Ballinasloe, in the all-lreland quar-
ter-final, before going down to James
Stephens of Kilkenny in the all-Ireland
club semi-final on April 25" on a score
of 1-13 to 1-8.

The exertions in the all-Ireland cham-
pionships showed in the displays of
1982 and the senior team exited the
county championship at the semi-final
stage. However the team, captained by
Joe Harte, regrouped and regained the
county title in 1983, beating Castlegar in
the county final for a fifth senior county
title oiv a scoreline of 2-12 to 3-6. Further
success followed when in September the
club's side won the all-Ireland seven-a-
side tournament at Glenalbyn grounds
Dublin on the eve of the senior all-
Ireland,

In November Gort gained their second
Connacht title by defeating Toureen on a
score of 3-13 to 1-5. After a short break
for training over the Christmas, Gort
met the Cork and Munster champions
Midleton in the all-lreland semi-final at
Limerick on April 14" 1984 and, giving
a tremendous display, beat the Corkmen
by four points on a scoreline of 1-1 to
2-4. The final was fixed for the following
day in Birr, where Ballyhale Shamrocks of
Kilkenny were the opposition. A hard and
tensely-fought game ended in a draw on
1-10 to each team. The replay in Thurles
on June 37 proved a major disappoint-
ment, as the Kilkenny team were victori-
ous by 1-10 to 0-7,

The successes at both senior and un-
der-21 levels during the period 1980/84
brought together probably the strongest
combination of players ever to represent
Gort and included Sylvie, Gerry and
Martin Linnane, Matt Murphy, John
Nolan, Tony and Christy Monaghan,
Michael and Brian Brennan, Joe Harte,
John John Commins, Michael Cabhill,
Joe Regan, Kevin Fahy, John Crehan,
Gerry and John Lally, Colie Rock, Patsy

Hehir, Pearse and Gabrial Piggott, Pat
Neilan, Frank Shaw, Martin and Des
Kerins, Gerry P and Derek Fahy, Dermot
Duffy, Kevin Nolan, Colie Roche, Patrick
and Michael Helebert, Michael Mulcair,
Gabriel Cloonan and Michael Mullins.

Gort's resurgence in the late 1970s
to early '80s coincided with Galway's
rise and players from the club featured
prominently on many county teams both
at that time and later in the decade. John
Jehn Commins won all-Ireland honours
at minor level in 1983, under-21 in 1986
and senior In 1987 and 1988. Sylvie
Linnane added senior all-lreland med-
als in 1987 and '88, thus becoming one
ot a handful of Galway players lo hold
three senior medals. Michael Flaherty
and Michael Helebert won medals with
the under-21 all-Ireland winning team of
1986. Pearse Piggott halds an all-treland
senior medal. Others to represent the
county included Kevin Fahy, Gerry Lally
and Gerry Linnane. The club also had
members on the Rallway cup, national
League and Oireachtas winning teams
of that era.

Despite the disappointment of losing
the 1983/84 all-Ireland club final and
the retirement of some of that team,
Gort continued in the top ranks in the
county but unfortunately no further
success came their way, even though
the senior team came out of the groups
to the quarter- and semi-final qualifying
stages for several years up to the '90s.

The early 1990s saw a new generation
of players with county success coming at
under-14 level in 1991. The under-14s
also qualified for the county final in 1993
but were unsuccessful. Success came at
minor level in 1992 with the dub also
taking a junior B title in 1998. The senior
teams of the decade had mixed fortunes,
qualifying to the quarter-final stages on
several occasions but not progressing be-
yond that, while on ane or lwo occasions
avoiding relegation. However the current
crop of young players have been consist-
ent over the past two seasons and with

Ollie Fahy, Peter Cummin, Niall Linnane
and Andy Coen, all of whom have inter-
county experience to the fore, hopes are
that success at senior level may not be
too far distant.

Over the years, from the time when
there were three separate teams in
the parish, various locations had been
used as pitches. Ballynamanton House
lawn was Kiltartan's pitch, whereas
Kilmacduagh trained in Kerins field.

Gort had a variety of locations includ-
ing Carly's field on the Ennis Road,
Hardiman's field on the Loughrea Road,
Rindifin where the present St Colman’s
Terrace is situated, Barry's field beside
the river, Lahiffe's field where Topform is
presently situated and 5t Colman's Park
which has been home to the club since
the 1940s and which is still used to a
lesser degree since the club purchased
the old golf club twenty-seven acre
grounds and premises at Ballybane in
1995. Currently these grounds are being
developed and have been laid out info

a regulation full-sized enclosed pitch,

an adult practice pitch and a smaller
under-age and camogie pitch, A stand
with seated accommodation for 1,000
persons, four dressing rooms/showers, a
medical room and room for referee and
officials, together with ladies' and gents'
toilets are being developed alongside
the enclosed pitch. Car parking spaces
for up to 350 cars are also being set
down, while the dressing rooms/showers
in the club premises have been extend-
ed. Funding from the Nalional Lottery
has been received, which together with
a rAs scheme and the club weekly lotto
have been the mainstay of the develop-
ment so far,

While new and better facilities are nec-
essary and very welcome for both players
and spectators allke, success on the play-
ing field is the life blood of any club. With
that in mind, 2003 brings a new and yet
recurring challenge, namely the winning
of a county championship. Hopefully we
will not have to walt too long for that,

—
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